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MINUTES 


Of the Associate Synod of North America, at their Meeting in Philadel- 
phia, May 23, 1838, and continued by adjournment, being their Thirty- 
Seventh Annual Meeting. 


The Synod met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted with 
prayer by the Rev. Abraham Anderson, Moderator. 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 
(Those members whose names are marked thas (*) were not present at the opening of Synod.) 


Of the Presbytery of Cambridge. Dr. P. Bullions, 


MINISTERS. 
Mr. Stalker, 
Dr. Bullions, 
Messrs. Miller, 
Anderson, 
A. Gordon, 
Goodwillie, 
Pringle, 
D. Gordon. 

ELDERS. 

Messrs. Nicolas Robertson, 
James Lourie, 
Gilbert Robertson, 
John McClelland, 
Adam Darling, 
William Gilkerson, 
George Smith, 
Andrew Martin. 


Of the Presbytery of Albany. 


MINISTERS. 
Mr. Stark, 


Messrs. Martin, 
Campbell, 
Blair, 
*Graham. 

ELDERS. 
Messrs. John Edwards, 
Robert Crookshanks, 
James Maxwell, 
James Smeallie, 
John A. Gilmore, 
*John Elliott. 


of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


MINISTERS. 

Messrs. John Adams, 

Smart, 

Webster, 

Wm. Easton, 

*McGill, 

*McNaughton. 
ELDERS. 

James Wilson, 
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Joseph R. Dickson, *Douthett, 
Wm. S. Young, *Goodwilhe. 
*Samuel Johnston, ELDERS. 
*Ezekiel Bullock, Hugh Arthurs. 
*Wm. Morris, | Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 
*Thos. C. Collins, MINISTERS. 
Of the Presbytery of the Carolinas.| *Dr. Ramsay, 
MINISTERS. Messrs. Beveridge, 
Messrs. White, *McElwee, 
Thompson, *Rodgers. 
ELDERS. ELDERS. 
Jesse Scott. Messrs. Samuel Livingston, 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. | James Reid, 
MINISTERS. | *John McNary. 
Messrs. Heron, | Of the Presbytery of Alleghany. 
*Templeton, MINISTERS. 
*Wilson, *Dr. Bruce, 
*Wallace, Messrs. Blair, 
*Kendall, *Scroggs, 
* Adams. *Galbraith. 
ELDERS. ELDERS, 
Messrs. George Galloway, Messrs. Wm. Bell, 
* Archibald Cdllins. *Wm. Bruce. 
Of the Presbytery of Muskingum. | Of the Presbytery of Shenango. 
MINISTERS. MINISTERS, 
*Messrs. Walke7z, Messrs. D. McLane, 
*Hanna, *France. 
McKee. ELDERS. 
ELDERS. Messrs. James Mason, 
Messrs. Thomas McCall, | *Barnard Gilliland. 
Robert Taggart. Of the Pi esbytery of Stamford. 
Of the Presbytery of Ohio. None. 
MINISTERS. Mr. Ferrier, a minister without 
Messrs. Patterson, | charge, was also present. 


Notice was given by the Moderator and Clerk of Cambridge Presby- 
tery, that Dr. Bullions and Mr. Stalker were deposed, and the congregations 
of Cambridge and North Argyle refused a representation in Presbytery, 
being in a state of rebellion against their authority. Notices were also 
given by two members claiming to be Clerks of the Presbytery of Alba- 
ny, that Dr. P. Bullions was suspended from the exercise of the ministry ; 
Messrs. Martin and Campbell from their seats in Presbytery. ; 

After some time spent in discussion respecting the Roll, it was on mo- 
tion, Resolved, That the usual hour of meeting in the morning shall be 9 
o’clock, of adjournment half past 12, and of meeting in the afternoon 3. 
Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

Thursday, May 24th. 

The Moderator having preached Jast evening from Matth. xxviii. 20—~ 
“ Teaching them to observe all things,” &c. The Synod this day met, 
pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

Members present as above, together with Messrs. Adams, Kendall, 
Templeton, Wilson and Wallace, ministers, Mr. Archibald Collins, 
ruling elder, of the Presbytery of Miami. 

Messrs. John Adams and McNaughton, ministers, 8. Johnston, ruling 
elder, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 
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Messrs. Walker and Hanna, ministers, of the Presbytery of Muskingum, 
Mr. Douthett. minister, of the Presbytery of Ohio. 

Mr. D. McLane, sen., minister, and Mr. James Mason, ruling elder, of 
the Presbytery of Shenango. 

Dr. Bruce and Mr. Joseph Scroggs, ministers, of the Presbytery of 
Alleghany. 

Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. Rodgers and McElwee, ministers, Mr. John 
McNary, ruling elder, of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 

Messrs. Wm. Bell, from Alleghany, and Ezekiel Bullock, from Carlisle, 
ruling elders, being present, were on motion, invited to a seat. 

The minutes of yesterday’ s sitting were read and corrected. 

Information was given by the Clerk of the Presbytery of Miami, that 
said Presbytery had suspended Rev. J. Adams until a charge pending 
against him be tried; against which act of Presbytery Mr. Adams had 
protested and appealed to Synod. 

The following Resolution was then offered, and after discussion, adopt- 
ed, viz: 

Resolved, That whereas, information has been given to this Synod, 
that there are reports from two bodies claiming to be the Presbytery of 
Albany, all the members of Albany Presbytery present claiming a seat, 
be excluded from taking part in the business of this Synod, until rthe rest 
of the roll be made out, and that the case of that Presbytery be first 
taken up. 

From this decision Mr. Heron craved his dissent to be marked. Dr. 
P. Bullions, together with Messrs. Stark, H. H. Blair, Goodwillie, Crook- 
shanks and Gilmore protested against said decision. Dr. A. Bullions gave 
notice that he claimed his seat in Synod, and protested against his exclu- 
sion from a seat, for reasons to be given in. 

On motion it was resolved that the reading of the minutes of last year 
be dispensed with, on the ground that they had been read and approved 
previous to publication. 

Mr. Walker was chosen Moderator. 

According to a resolution already adopted by Synod, proceeded to con- 
sider the case of the Presbytery of Albany. Papers connected with the 
case were read, but the documents not being all present, it was on mo- 
tion, resolved to postpone the further consideration of the business till the 
commencement of the afternoon sitting. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as above, 
together with Mr. William Morris, ruling elder from the Session of 
Baltimore. The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and correct- 
ed. On the question of approving the minutes, a motion was made and 
carried to strike out the words “in the name of said Presbytery,” in the 
protest of certain brethren, recorded in the minutes of the forenoon sit- 
ting. Against this decision the following members entered their protest, 
viz: Dr. P. Bullions, Messrs. Stark, Ferrier, H. H. Blair, Pringle, Ed- 
wards, Crookshanks and Gilmore. 

Resumed the consideration of the case of the Presbytery of Albany. 
Some further documents were read. The members of the Presbytery 
of Albany were then partially heard, and the Synod adjourned till the 
usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

friday, May 25. 

Synod met and opened with prayer. Members present as above, to- 

gether with Mr. France, minister and Barnard Gilliland, ruling elder 
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from the Presbytery of Shenango, Mr. Galbraith, minister, William 
Bruce, ruling elder of the Presbytery of Alleghany, Mr. D. Goodwillie, 
minister of the Presbytery of Ohio, and Mr. A. T. McGill, of the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia. 

“Mr. Stalker claimed his seat in Synod. The Moderator having deci- 
ded that Mr. Stalker is not entitled to a seat, being reported by the Cam- 
bridge Presbytery as deposed. An appeal was taken by Mr. Stalker from 
the Moderator’s decision, but not sustained. Mr. Stalker then protested 
against the exclusion. 

On motion resolved, that Synod will, instead of receiving papers, pro- 
ceed with the business left unfinished last evening. Against this deci- 
sion Mr. H. H. Blair protested ; in this he was joined by Dr. P. Bullions, 
Messrs. Stark and Edwards. ‘The members of the Presbytery of Alba- 
ny were then heard in continuation, and removed. The following pre- 
amble and resolutions were offered for consideration, viz: 

Whereas, it appears that Mr. Stark had been justly excluded from a 
seat in the Associate Presbytery of Albany, on the ground of his having 
declined their authority, which declinature he had also refused to with- 
draw; whereas the protestors against his exclusion, by withdrawing 
their protest, left his exclusion confirmed; and they had no right to re- 
view or reverse the deed of Presbytery; and whereas, Mr. Stark’s ille- 
gal admission to a seat, vitiated all their proceedings.—Therefore 

Resolved, ‘That the party of which he was a member is not the Asso- 
ciate Presbytery of Albany, but was irregular in their constitution and 
all their acts null and void. 

And whereas Dr. P. Bullions was under process for scandal, he had 
no right to accuse; and therefore the decision excluding from seats in the 
Associate Presbytery of Albany, Messrs. Martin and Campbell is null 
and void. Therefore 

Resolved, That the body of which Messrs. Martin and Campbell are 
members, is truly the Associate Presbytery of Albany. 

While these resolutions were under consideration, the Synod adjourn- 
ed till the usual hour; Dr. P. Bullions and others having first requested 
extracts from the minutes of Synod in the cases in which they had pro- 
tested, which request was granted. Closed with prayer. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Synod met, and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. ‘The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 

Proceeded with the consideration of the resolutions under discussion 
in the forenoon. In the progress of the discussion Mr. D. Blair was un- 
derstood as saying that “Mr. Stark’s great error, (if he were the author 
of these pamphlets) was, that he told the truth in too plain and sharp a 
manner.” Mr. Anderson called for the recording of the word:, and the 
Synod sustained the call. After considerable discussion, but before going 
through the roll, the Synod adjourned till 8 o’clock this evening. Closed 
with prayer. 

8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, together with Mr. Thos. C. Collins, ruling elder from the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia. The minutes of last sittmg were read and ap- 
proved. 

Resumed the consideration of the resolutions left under discussion at 
the close of last sitting. Before going through the roll the Synod ad- 
yourned til] the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 
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Saturday, May 26th. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Menibere present as 
above. The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

Resumed the consideration of the subject left under consideration last 
evening. After a free discussion the previous question was moved and 
carried; and the question being put “ adopt the resolutions under con- 
sideration or not?” it was carried “ adopt,” by the following vote : 

Ayes—Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. A. Gordon, Anderson, Miller, Scroggs, 
Beveridge, Smart, McNaughtan, W. Easton, Hanna, Templeton, Wil- 
son, Wallace, Kendall, Jno. Adams, D. Gordon, McGill, McElwee, Web. 
ster, McKee, Patterson, ministers; G. Robertson, McClelland, Darling, 
Martin, Wilson, Young, McCall, Taggart, Arthurs, Reid, A. Collins, 
Johnston, Bullock, McNary, Morris, ruling elders—36. 

Noes—Mr. D. McLane, sen., Dr. Bruce, Messrs. Heron, D. Blair, 
France, Ferrier, Whyte, Thompson, T. Goodwillie, Pringle, Galbraith, 
D. Goodwillie, Rodgers, ministers ; Gilkerson, Smith, Scott, Living- 
ston, Mason, Bell, Gilliland, Bruce—ruling elders—21. 

The Moderator craved to have it recorded that he voted in the affirma- 
tive. 

Against the above decision, Messrs. Whyte, Heron, Ferrier, Thomp- 
son, France, Scott, Gilkerson, D. Goodwillie, Rodgers, McLane, Smith, 
T. Goodwillie, Mason, Pringle, Gilliland, Galbraith, D. Blair and Li- 
vingston, entered their protest. 

Dr. Bruce gave notice that he craved the privilege of protesting, if he 
shall see cause. 

Notice was then given by Mr Martin, as Clerk of the Presbytery of 
Albany, that said Presbytery had suspended Dr. P. Bullions from the 
office of the ministry, and Mr. Stark from a seat in Presbytery. 

The following standing committees were appointed, viz: 

Committee of Surplies—Messrs. 8. Wilson, McElwee, Hanna, Mar- 
tin, Scroggs, D. Goodwillie, D. McLane, sen., D. Gordon, W. Easton and 
Thompson. 

Of Bills and Overtures—Messrs. A. Gordon, Hanna and Kendal]. 

On the Funds—Messrs. Miller and Morris. 

On the Theological Seminary—Dr. Ramsay and Messrs. Beveridge 
and Rodgers. 

On Appeals—Messrs. Beveridge, McNaughton and Smart. 

On Missions—Dr. Bruce, and Messrs. A. T. McGill and W. Easton. 

To transcribe the Minutes—Messrs. D. Gordon and Smart. 

Certain brethren of the Presbytery of Albany gave in a written pro- 
testation against the Synod’s decision adopting the resolutions in refe- 
rence to said Presbytery. This protestation was, on motion, laid on the 
table for the present. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 1. The Report of the Presbytery of Stamford, which was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Stamford. 

Our settled congregations appear to continue in their usual state. We were filled 
with joy by the appointment of Synod in making a liberal supply for our vacancies. 
It is with regret that we have to say, that, @8 on many former occasions, it was not 
realized to the extent intended or hoped. Mr. Banks failed to appear within our 
bounds. If the reasons which he has to assign inay satisfy Synod, we cannot ob- 
ject ; but we trust that in making any further appointment, such a selection will be 
made as to secure us as much as possible from a similar misfortune. Synod must be 
uware of the injury inflicted on our cause by such disappointments. ; 
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We did not receive the copies of the Testimony which Synod granted, and which 
were to be brought by Mr. Banks. This was an additional injury. The demand for 
them increases, and they are greatly needed among us. 

We are happy to report that Mr. McGill came into our bounds in proper time, 
and that his services were highly acceptable, and we trust were likewise profitable. 
He preached four Sabbaths in Chinguacousey and Caledon, and six in London, and 
the Fastday appointed by Synod. 

In Chinguacousey where Mr. Coutts also has preached occasionally for a year 
past, a congregation has been organized. A petition has been presented from Cale- 
don to be organized, and to receive supply. Our congregation in London still de- 
sires supply, and is willing to make every exertion to defray the expense. We are 
sorry to have to add, that from the want of adequate supply, some other places from 
which we have applications, and where good hope of success might be entertained, 
still remain unvisited by your missionaries. We therefore hope that Synod will 
consider our wants, and will be pleased to send on the supply that may be granted, 
as early in the season as possible. Indeed, it were desirable in our urgent necessi- 
ty, if Synod could spare the supply, and if the expense were not too great, while 
there are other calls upon the bounty of our people, to have a permanent missionary 
among us throughout the year, or as much supply at certain seasons as might be 
equivalent to this. 

We hope allowance will be made to Mr. McGill for the Fast day besides the 
rest of the balance, considering the expense to which he was subjected from his ex- 
tensive travels. He received eight dollars in Chinguacousey and Caledon, thirty-six 
in London, and twelve from the Treasurer of our Presbytery. 

JAMES STRANG, Moderator. 


No. 2. The Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum, which was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of Bills and Overtures. 


Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 

In presenting to Synod our annual report, we have to record the loving kindness 
of the Lord, and his great goodness to this portion of our Israel. Peace, anda high 
degree of harmony in the maintainance of our witnessing profession, continues to 
prevail. Our congregations, generally, are increasing in numbers, and ordinances 
dispensed by us are not without some tokens of the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 

Our expectations of additional ministerial aid in the settlement of Mr. Samuel 
Douthett among us, have been disappointed by his early removal from the church 
below. He died soon after the last meeting of Synod, without being permitted to 
visit the congregations whose call he had accepted. Mr. Joseph McKee was or- 
dained and installed Pastor of the congregations of Wooster and Dover, in Septem- 
ber last. The supply allotted us by Synod has been generally received, and seems 
to have been greatly blessed for encouraging our numerous vacancies. Several calls 
are now in readiness, which we wish disposed of as early as practicable, viz: One 
from the congregations of McMahan’s Creek and Belmont, for Mr. Samuel McAr- 
thur, one from Truro, (formerly a part of Mr. Lindsay’s charge,) for Mr. Robert 
Forrester, one from Clear Creek, Mohican and Killbuck for the same candidate, 
and one from Cambridge, ClaySville and Clear Fork, for Mr. James McGill. These 
calls we submit to Synod with the request that they be presented to the candidates 
respectively, for acceptance. 

Presbytery have had under consideration the overture of a book of discipline, and 
agreed to submit to Synod the following resolution respecting it : 

Resolved, That said book of discipline be recommitted to the committee originally 
reporting it for further amendment. 

As there is no definite geographical line between us and the Presbytery of Ohio, 
in consequence of which difficulties may arise between us, we respectfully ask the 
Synod to grant such a line as may appear to be just and equitable. 

As our numbers have increased and the greater part of our vacancies are remote 
from the usual places of meeting, Presbytery agreed to ask the Synod for a division, 
and the erection of a new Presbytery, making the Tuscarawas and Muskingum rivers 
the line ; and that all that part of this Presbytery lying west and north of these riv- 
ers, be organized into a new Presbytery to be called the Presbytery of Richland. 

By order, THOMAS HANNA, Presbytery Clerk. 


_No. 3. The Report of the Presbytery of Miami, which was, on mo- 
tion, referred to the committee of Bills and Overtures. 
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Report of the Presbytery of Miami. 

In presenting our report we have doubtless something to record of the loving 
kindness of the Lord to this portion of our church, but mingled with much that cails 
for lamentation. Ordinances are generally, throughout our bounds, attended with an 
encouraging degree of punctuality, and we trust those committed to our care, are, 
under these means, advancing in holiness. But we have to lament that want of una- 
nimity and harmony among both ministers and people, of which others of our breth- 
ren have so long complained. We would gratefully record our increase in ministe- 
rial aid since our last report. Mr. William Bruce, who accepted from Synod at its 
last meeting, a call from the Associate congregation of Bethel, was, after the usual 
trials being heard and sustained, solemnly ordained to the holy office of the gospel 
ministry on the 20th of July last, and installed pastor of said congregation on the 
23d of October. 

Two calls, one from the United Associate congregations of Poplar Ridge, Plain- 
field, Kenton andRoundhead, for Mr. James Dickson, and the other from the congre- 
gation of Racoon for the same candidate, having been received and sustained, were 
presented to Mr. Dickson, and that from Racoon accepted. After the usual trials 
being heard and sustained, Mr. Dickson was, the 9th of November last, solemnly 
ordained and installed Pastor of said congregation. . 

Notice has been duly given Presbytery by two of its members, the Messrs. Bruce, 
that they intend petitioning Synod to be erected into a distinct Presbytery. To the 
object of these brethren we do not object, but would represent that we believe the 
interests of our church in their bounds, require that their prayer be granted. 

At a late meeting it was resolved also that Presbytery will, and they hereby ac- 
cordingly do petition Synod for the erection of another distinct Presbytery, to be 
called the Presbytery of Indiana, and bounded by the boundary lines of the ‘State of 
Indiana. 

The subject of slavery still continues with us a subject of contention. Two ap- 
peals have been taken against decisions of Presbytery on this subject, since your last 
meeting. These appeals, together with the necessary accompanying documents, 
will be handed in in due time. The report of a committee of Massies Creek Session, 
to converse with the Fergusons, slaveholders, in whose case an appeal has been ly- 
ing on your table since last meeting, was presented to Presbytery during the past 
season for the purpose of transmission to Synod, to appear with the other papers in 
the case of the above appeal. It is herewith forwarded accordingly. 

The subject of occasional hearing was some time since brought up before Presbyt- 
ery by three several memorials. These memorials, together with certain resolutions 
on the subject adopted by Presbytery, are herewith referred to Synod, with the ur- 
gent request that Synod will speedily take such measures as will be promotive of 
greater uniformity in practice throughout our church on this subject. 

It having been ascertained that reports charging our brother, Rev. J. Adams, 
with the sin of intoxication, were in extensive circulation, Presbytery did, at its last 
meeting, resolve to investigate these charges, and that Mr. Adams be suspended 
from the exercise of the ministry and the communion of the church, until this inves- 
tigation takes place. Against this decision, suspending him, Mr. Adams protested, 
and appealed to Synod .The papers in this case will in due time be laid on your table 

Appeals have been taken from a decision of Presbytery in the case of a complaint 
preferred against one of our number for marrying persens in our communion in the 
way of violating the Synod’s rule respecting the publication of banns; also from a 
decision of Presbytery sustaining an appeal by Thomas White from a decision of the 
Session of Sugar Creek, adjudging him to censure for being married in the way of 
disregarding the above rule. An appeal has also been taken by Messrs. David Jack- 
son and Archibald Collins, from a decision of Presbytery in a case of the former of 
these appellants, (D. Jackson.) These appeals with the accompanying papers, will 
in due time be presented. . 

The subject of foreign missions continues to engage the attention of Presbytery. 
A memorial on this subject to Synod from Presbytery, will be presented, to which 
the speedy attention of Synod is requested. 

We have made some progress in examining the overture on the book of discipline, 
but still we are not prepared to report any definite amendments, owing to the smal] 
number of copies of the draft in our bounds. The report of a select committee of 
Presbytery on this subject, is herewith laid before you. 

Ata late meeting, the charge of Rev. T. S. Kendall was divided into two seperate 
charges. Fork Creek comprising one, and Pistol Creek and Big Spring the other 
pastoral charge. Mr. Kendall has been located in Fork Creek, and the other con- 
gregations are thrown on our hands as a vacancy. 
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Much of the supply allotted us at the last meeting of the Synod has not been re- 
ceived, in consequence of which our vacancies have suffered much. This is espe- 
cially true in regard to the southern part of our Presbytery. The most of our con- 
gregations there have had no supply for a year past, and some have had none for 
eighteen months. Owing to a variety of causes, it is with the utmost difficulty we 
can prevail on probationers to visit that portion of our Presbytery. To prevent the 
sustaining of such loss in future, on the part of this portion of our Presbytery, it was 
resolved at a late meeting that we petition Synod, which we hereby accordingly do, 
in making out the scale of appointments, to make separate appointments on behalf 
of Tennessee, south-eastern Virginia and Alabama. 

Presbytery having been informed by Mr. James A. Brown, student of theology 
during the course of the past season, that he could not attend the Hall the then com- 
ing session, and having asked him for reasons of non-attendance, and considered 
them as satisfactory, one of our number was appointed a committee to superintend 
his studies. The report of this committee, and the exercises delivered by him before 
Presbytery, afford gratifying evidence of commendable diligence and improvement. 
A liberal portion of supply is earnestly requested. 

Respectfully submitted, SAMUEL WILSON, Presbytery Clerk. 


No. 4. The Report of the Presbytery of the Carolinas, which was, on 
motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. A. Gordon 


and Wallace. 


Report of the Presbytery of the Carolinas. 

Since we last reported to you our situation, no changes worthy of mention have 
taken place. Our congregations, settled and vacant, amidst all their discourage- 
ments, still maintain their adherence to Presbytery, and if the same fostering care 
was extended which they once enjoyed, would doubtless flourish. The appointments 
made by last Synod, filled the hearts of our people with joy, but as on former occa- 
sions, we were doomec to disappointment. Mr. Smart, who was expected to com- 
mence his labors in August, did not reach the bounds till September, having been 
detained a month by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. Shortly after entering upon 
his duties, he was seized with sickness which disabled him from ministerial exercise 
for a considerable time. Before he recovered sufficiently to travel, the time had 
gone by to keep up with his appointments to the west, and the inclement season hav- 
ing set in, he was compelled to relinquish all hopes of overtaking them. He accord- 
ingly remained in our bounds, and as his health permitted, labored in the vacancies 
with great fidelity and great acceptance. Several calls would have been offered, but 
as his probationary year had not expired, we did not encourage them, We have, 
however, before us several petitions requesting our influence with Synod to have 
him appointed for the ensuing year in our bounds. We hope there will be a general 
disposition in your body to grant our request. 

Neither Mr. Scroggs nor Mr. Thompson who were each appointed seven months, 
made their appearance. Tlie former, very seasonably and in a christian manner, 
apprized us of the disappointment we would meet with occasioned by the loss of his 
health. We sincerely sympathize with him in his affliction, and would commend 
his example to others who may be under appointments which they cannot fulfil._— 
The latter did not deign to inform us that he had no intentions of fulfilling his ap- 
pointments, till he should have been in the field, and then ascribed his failure to fear 
for his personal safety and the counsel of some brethren, not to risk his life in the 
slaveholding States. 

We have had frequent occasion to report delinquents to Synod, without the satis- 
faction of knowing that cur complaints have excited the proper attention. It is not 
our design therefore to pursue the subject farther than simply to report the fact, and 
to remark that if the Synod can pass by without rebuke, such gross dereliction from 
duty on the part of Mr. Thompson of last year, and James McGill of the former, we 
wish not by our silence, to be considered as approving such lenity. 

At your last meeting you altered the act on slavery, by pruning it of all appenda- 
ges. You had before proffered assistance to slaveholders who might be inclined to 
the laudable work of emancipation, but who found it impracticable, without this as- 
sistance. You have now, of your own accord, revoked the promised help, and yet 
it would seem like the Egyptians, you require the full tale of bricks while you with- 
hold the materials. It becomes necessary, now, to give us the true interpretation 
of the act, that our relation to Synod may be determined. We wish to be distinctly 
informed ‘* whether this act, in its present shape, absolutely prohibits us from admin- 
istering sealing ordinances to those who hold negroes in servitude, or whether some 
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discretionary power is given us to administer ordinances to such as may have slaves, 
but are not in principle and from choice, slaveholders.” The Synod will understand 
that emancipation, without removal, is physically impossible, and that those who are 
in servitude by the laws of the land, must remain so until removed, the prating of 
many ignorant persons to the contrary notwithstanding. 
All which is respectfully submitted. A. WHYTE, Moderator. 
Done at Rockbridge, Va., May 8, 1838. 


No. 5. The Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge, which was, on 
motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge. 

The Associate Presbytery of Cambridge report :—That though they have many 
evidences of the Lord’s controversy with them, they have also encouragement to 
hope that his chastenings will ultimately prove to be for their benefit, and that of his 
cause among them, and that ‘‘ at evening time it shall be light.” Christ has assured 
us that ‘‘offences’ and ‘divisions must come;” it is the part of christians and 
courts to consider well **by whom they come ;” and not to be deterred from duty by 
the random charge of a persecuting spirit, too often made against all, without dis- 
crimination, who are involved in controversy. Presbytery still see evidences of 
God’s gracious presence with them, in blessing divine ordinances, both in their set- 
tied and vacant congregations. One congregation called Hinchenbrook, in Lower 
Canada, has been organized since the last meeting of Synod. This, with the other 
organized vacancies, and several preaching stations, is needing and asking supply. 
These places are weak and unable to furnish the means, as yet, of supporting such 
supply as ought to be given them. So far, a great part of the burden, both of sup- 
ply of ordinances and of funds, has been borne by Presbytery. This has been no 
light burden, owing to the neglect of some of ovr congregations to give pecuniary 
assistance. Although Presbytery has been involved in debt since the Commission 
which was appointed in 1832, yet Cambridge and Ryegate have furnished no funds, 
and Barnet but once, notwithstanding all the pressing calls and demands made by 
Presbytery on them. Presbytery therefore request of Synod, that some annual al- 
lowance be made from their tunds, for the assistance of our vacancies and preaching 
stations, in money as well as ordinances, for some time; and also that Synod will 
give special direction what to do in the case of those congregations that neglect all 
the requests and demands of Presbytery for pecuniary aid for these and other Pres- 
byterial uses. The supply allotted to us by Synod have acceptably fulfilled their 
appointments as far as Presbytery required. 

Presbytery are under the necessity of reporting much that is painful and humilia- 
ting among them, since the last meeting in Synod; and much, that, if we may judge 
by the past, will arouse the tongue of slander; yet we trust it will,.as on a former 
occasion, meet with the solemn consideration of Synod as a court of Christ. 

Dr. A. Bullions and Mr. Stalker lave both been deposed by Presbytery from the 
office of the holy ministry. And though they entered some protests which might 
have brought up their cases before Synod, they have fallen from these, either by 
directly withdrawing them, or by neglecting the steps necessary in order to bring 
them regularly up for trial. Whether they expect their cases to be before Synod in 
any form we are not informed, and therefore Presbytery judge it necessary to give a 
brief view of them in this report. ; 

Mr. Stalker, last September, charged two members of Presbytery with false-swear- 
ing,in a case before the Associate Presbytery of Albany, in reference to his conduct in 
some former difficulties between Presbytery and Dr. Bullions. This he did without using 
private means of obtaining satisfaction. ‘The charge was put ontrial in Presbytery. Mr. 
Stalker offered four witnesses, all of whom, except one, confirmed the testimony of the 
defendants, which was now in question. The defendants offered fourteen witnesses, 
of whom, only five were calledin Presbytery, their testimony being judged suffi 
cient. Presbytery unanimously decided that Mr. Stalker had not supported his charge, 
and that the defendants were acquitted. Afterwards, Mr. Staiker, by a written com- 
munication to Presbytery, acknowledged that what the brethren had sworn was cor- 
rect. Nevertheless, he offered his protest against the decision of Presbytery, but 
withdrew it, confessed his sin, and submitted to a rebuke, and to suspension for one 
Sabbath. But, while these things were in progress, Mr. Stalker, in a trial of Dr. 
Bullions, read a paper, in which Presbytery found four articles ot charge against 
him, viz :—Denying the right constitution and authority of this Presbytery—Posi- 
tively charging Presbytery with unhallowed and malicious motives in their prosecu- 
tions—Adopting and threatening to pursue a divisive course in Presbytery—and, 
Visagreeing with Presbytery and Synod in their testimony against the U. Seces- 
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sion, blessing God that he had been a minister in that church. On trial, he refused 
to retract a word of what he had written, or to acknowledge his offence, or submit to 
a question on the Synod’s testimony against the United Secession—gave in his de- 
clinature of the Presbytery’s authority—contemptuously withdrew, daclaring that it 
was probably the last time that he and the Presbytery would meet in a judicial capa- 
city. He was then, by a unanimous vote, deposed from the office of the holy 
ministry. 

Dr. A. Bullions, on the trial of the charge, by Mr. Stalker, of false-swearing, ob- 
jected tothe Presbytery’s proceeding with the case, because, as he he said, there 
were some members present, who, if reports were true, were unfit to sit in any court. 
On this grave charge, Presbytery, according to acknowledged order, required Dr. 
Bullions to furnish the names of those charged, and the reports and evidences re- 
ferred to. He refused both, and yet wished Presbytery so tar to act on the chargeas 
to suspend their proceedings on a most important case on account of it. Dr. Bul- 
lions, after some time, denied that he had expressed himself as the minute stated it, 
and appealed from the minute. His protest was not admitted ; and afterwards, for 
other purposes, testimouy was taken in court, which abundantly maintained the cor- 
rectness of the minute. After some dealing with Dr. Bullions, to induce him to give 
the names of the members charged, on account of whose character he wished Pres- 
bytery to suspend their proceedings, and the evidence on which the charge was 
based, but all in vain, he was judged censurable for slander and contumacy, and a 
rebuke voted as the censure. The execution of this sentence was postponed some 
hours ; when it was proposed to be executed, Dr. Bullions protested against the ex- 
ecution. This protest was not admitted. Suspension was then proposed. Dr. 
Bullions then indicated four members as the persons charged, and said that the reports 
charged them with error in doctrine and immorality in practice, but still did not fur- 
nish, nor agree to furnish to Presbytery, the reports, their specifications nor evi- 
dence ;—and then added, that what he had said in the morning, on which Presbytery 
had made their minute, was, that if those reports were true, those members were 
not fit to sit in this court ; thus confirming the minute himself, in all that was cul- 
pable in his expression. Presbytery proceeded to suspend him from the exercise of 
his ministry and the communion of the church. Against this sentence he protested, 
but his protest was not admitted. The next day, Dr. Bullions gave in a paper, de- 
claring, by solemn oath, that the minute did not convey his meaning, but yet it did 
not declare his meaning, retract his charge, nor furnish the evidence for investiga- 
tion. Presbytery judged it unsatisfactory and profane, and consequently censurable. 
At two pro-re nata meetings, originating in a request by the Associate congrega- 
tion of Cambridge, Dr. Bullions refused to give such evidence of repentance as Pres- 
bytery could accept. He acknowledged that his expression, charging the four 
brethren indicated by him, was an unfounded slander ! and that ‘‘ he thought he was 
really sorry for it, and had made confession of it to God ;” but he expressly refused 
the words unfeigned sorrow. He also refused to submit to the rebuke from conscious- 
ness of sin, but only in deference to Presbytery, or to withdraw his protests un- 
cunditionally, although he had confessed that the substance of his expression for 
which he was censured was an unfounded slander—he was therefore left under sus- 
pension. He then exercised his ministry in disobedience to Presbytery, and pub- 
lished a letter addressed to his congregation, but distributed to the pnblic, containing 
many misrepresentations of Presbytery’s procedure. 

In the above censurable expressions, Dr. Bullions had referred to certain docu- 
ments, as the reports on which he had based his charge. It was afterwards found, 
and proved by abundant testimony, that he himself had been the author or publisher 
of them, as his own hand-writing was proved on one of them, and it was given 
in testimony that he had read a copy of these documents to two of his brethren in the 
ministry before they had been circulated, and that though they had remonstrated 
against his circulating it, yet it was done. These documents contained slanders 
against the four brethren mentioned by him as chargeable, the substance of which 
was, the misrepresentation of things formerly settled by Presbytery and Synod, and 
also charges on members of error, lying ond beastly intoxication, &c. 

But before the trial of his authorship of these documents, and during the trial of 
it, he sent into Presbytery once and again a declinature of the authority of Presby- 
tery, and of their authority, not only in what had lately passed, but alsoin what they 
might do in future, and refused to attend the trial. Presbytery, after waiting from 
October 5, 1837, till April 12, 1838, dealing with him and citing him to appear, at 


length ,_ eeeeneaaing his offences, de him from the office of the holy min- 
istry, &e. 
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Since Mr. Stalker and Dr. Bullions have been deposed, they have continued to e, 
ercise the functions of the ministry, and the majority of the congregations of N. 
Argyle and Cambridge adhere to them respectively, and support them in their diso- 
bedience ; for which reason these congregations have been retused a representation in 
Presbytery. Mr. Stalker has also published fo the world his view of Presbytery’s 
procedure in his case. They do not, however, complain of exhibitions of this pro- 
cedure, but they require them to be true, and made in proper time and manner. 

These things have not only been the source of much trouble to Presbytery, but of 
distraction and dissensions in this section of the church: and we may well take up 
the complaint of the Psalmist, ‘O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, 
thou hast been displeased.’ It is not improper to anticipate, from past experience, 
that some will reproach this Presbytery for want of love as the cause of these dis- 
turbances, and charge them with a spirit of persecution and contention. Even of 
such persons, we would simply and meekly ask where the fault lies? Mr. Stalker 
and the Presbytery were at peace till he produced his heavy charge. Dr. Bullions 
and the Presbytery were at peace, at least, on the part of Presbytery, till he produc- 
ed his weighty charge. Was it the duty of Presbytery to allow any of their mem- 
bers to lie under these charges without a trial? or, a member to slander his brethren 
and obstinately refuse to follow necessary church order, without censure? We 
only desire that these positions be attended to, and questions be answered with a 
good conscience. A. ANDERSON, Presbytery Clerk. 

Hebron, May 9, 1838. 

P. S. lt should not pass unnoticed that Mr. Stalker has made a tavern advertise- 
ment of an injurious charge against a member of Presbytery, which, if it has any 
foundation in fact, he knew it more than five years ago. F 


No. 6. The Report of the Presbytery of Shenango, which was, on 
motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Shenango. 

The Associate Presbytery of Shenango report :—That few changes have occurred 
in our congregations, either settled or vacant, during the past year; we enjoy the 
blessing of peace and harmony, with a considerable increase of numbers. At a 
meeting of Presbytery in January last, Mr. Snodgrass was loosed from his pastoral 
relation with Oil Creek, hence, more supply of preaching by the appointment of 
Synod than formerly will be necessary during the present year. The case of Mr. 
Beggs is not yet issued, only one member of your commission attended with us, 
yet, from the importance of the case both to Mr. Baggs and the church, Presbytery 
agreed to enter upon the consideration thereof, and after hearing Mr. Beggs in his 
defence, and considering all the testimony taken in his case for some length of time, 
it appeared very difficult to give judgment, and therefore agreed to refer the case of 
M. Beggs simpliciter to Synod for final adjudication. A call from the congrega 
tions of Mercer, Springfield and Rocky-Spring, for Samuel McArthur, has been 
sustained by Presbytery, and is herewith transmitted to Synod, to have it presented 
as soon as practicable to Mr. McArthur for acceptance. The supply allotted for us 
by Synod, during the last year, has been received, with the exception of James 
Dixon, E. Small and James P. Smart; of these, Mr. J. P. Smart only forwarded 
reasons why he could not fulfil his appointment of Synod in our bounds, which rea 
sons we could not fully sustain. We hope the Synod will grant us, during the pre- 
sent year, as much supply of preaching as may consist in doing justice to all. 

Is respectfully submitted, 
By order of Presbytery, 
A. BOYD, Clerk pro tem. 


No. 7. The Report of the Presbytery of Chartiers, which was, on mo- 
tion, laid on the table. 


Report of Presbytery of Chartiers. 

Since the last meeting of Synod, the Presbytery have licensed Messrs. Robert 
Forrester, Samuel McArthur and Edward Small. A call for the Rev. James 
McCarrel, to Tumlinson’s Run, was presented to him last November, and accepted. 
At the same meeting the Rev. Mr. Allison, in consequence of age and infirmity, 
was, at his request, released from the charge of the Associate congregation of Mount 
Hope, and subsequently of Cross Creek ; which congregations have since united in 
a call for Mr. David Thompson, which has been sustained, and the Presbytery re- 
quest that he may be continued in their bounds, in order that the above call may be 
presented. Mr. Thompson having declined going to the South in consequence of 
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his apprehension that a faithful discharge of ministerial duty might not be consistent 
with his personal safety, has employed his time in our bounds for some months past. 
This supply, owing to the destitute condition of our vacancies, has been very season- 
able and acceptable. 

A call from the Associate congregation of Allegheny, for Rev. James Rodgers, 
one of our members, was presented to him at our meeting in March, agreeably to a 
request of the Presbytery of Allegheny. As Mr. Rodgers declined making a deci- 
sion between said congregation and his present charge, the Presbytery agreed to re- 
fer said call for decision to the Synod. 

Messrs. James W. Logue, of Guinston, York Co. Pennsylvania, James R. Doig, 
of Washington Co., New-York, together with Messrs. John Todd and John Patrick, 
graduates of Jefferson College, Pa., were examined and admitted to the study of 
theology, and have attended at the Hall during the winter. 

T. BEVERIDGE, Moderator. 
JAMES RAMSAY, Clerk. 


No. 8. The Report of the Presbytery of Albany, which was, on mo- 
tion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Albany. 

Since our last annual communication to the Synod, the cause for which we appear 
as witnesses seems to have declined within our Presbyterial jurisdiction. This we attri- 
bute chiefly to the nature and character of certain decisions, to which the Synod came 
at its last meeting, in the case of Mr. Stark. Erroneous decisions on the part of the 
supreme court of any church, cannot fail to prove disastrous in their consequences to 
the interests of the profession made in that church. Impartiality, integrity and firm- 
ness ought to characterize all judicial deeds, and especially those which emanate 
from the highest judicatory inthe church. But it is with the deepest regret that we 
feel bound to say, that these qualities seem to have been lost sight of at the last 
meeting of the Synod; and to this cause we attribute the unhappy state of things 
presently existing among us. And we would earnestly but submissively entreat the 
Synod, in some way consistent with its dignity and honor, its love of truth and good 
order, and its high regard for the interests of religion, to counteract the injurious 
tendency of the decisions of which we complain, and whose pestilential effects we 
have so sadly experienced. 

At a meeting of Presbytery in June last, Mr. Stark appeared and claimed the pri- 
vilege of resuming his seat in Presbytery. This, however, was denied him, because 
ist. —The Synod had just left him under conviction for the sin of insubordination, 
which scandal was not purged: because, 2d.—The Synod, after removing his sus- 
pension, had again laid him under process for scandal : and because, 3d.—He refus- 
ed to withdraw his former declinature, in which he had not only declined to be tried 
by the Presbytery, but in which, also, he had lampooned and slandered the members 
composing it.—But against this decision certain brethren protested and appealed to 
Synod. Their Reasons, together with the Presbytery’s Answers, are herewith trans- 
mitted to Synod, in case they should be called for ; although Presbytery has receiv- 
ed an informal notice that the protesters have concluded not to prosecute the case 
any further. 

In the month of July, Mr. James Williamson, a preacher from the Associate Synod 
of Original Seceders in Scotland, wag, upon application, admitted by this Presbytery 
in the same capacity; and has since been employed, the greater part of the time, in 
supplying the vacancies under the care of Presbytery. 

A congregation has been organized, by order of Presbytery, at Fall River, Mass., 
but owing to the pressure of the times, the prospect there is not so flattering as for- 
merly. 

At a meeting of Presbytery in September, the Rev. D. R. Defreest was restored 
to the exercise of the ministry ; but owing to his peculiar circumstances, he has not 
been employed in supplying any of our vacancies. 

At the same meeting Rev. J. G. Smart demitted his charge of the congregation 
of Johnstown, which demission, much te the regret of the Presbytery, was accept- 
ed. That congregation has since made out a call for Mr. Williamson. 

Against a decision of Presbytery, ordering Mr. Stark to be supplied with a copy 
of all the testimony taken on the trial of Mr. Webster, a member protested and ap- 
pealed to Synod ; but the committee into whose hands the Reasons of Protest were 
placed for Answers, not having reported, the Presbytery is under the necessity of 
letting the matter lie over for the present. 

‘ The Synodical Fast was observed in the Congregations of Florida, Albany and 
ovina. 
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At a meeting of Presbytery, held on the @ist inst., the Rev. P. Bullions was sus 
pended from the exercise of the ministry and from the fellowship of the church, on 
the grounds exhibited in the accompanying papers. 

P. CAMPBELL, Moderator. 

JAMES MARTIN, Presbytery Clerk. 


No. 9. The Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological Semi- 
nary, which was, on motion, laid on the table. 


Report of Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary. 

The annual meeting of the Board took place on the 29th of March last, at the 
Theological Seminary. The number of students in attendance during the last session 
was 24. Their names and grades respectively are as follows, viz.:—Joseph T. 
Cooper, J. W. Harsha, James Law, Isaac N. Lawhead, John L. McLane, and Wm. 
H. Walker, of the 4th year. Messrs. Thomas Gilkerson, James Hawthorn, Wm. 
Smith, and David R. Imbrie, of the 3d year. Messrs. John Bryan, John M. French, 
Isaac Law, Daniel H. A. McLean, Archibald Reid and George C. Vincent, of the 2d 
year. Messrs. David Bullions, Wm. J. Cleland, James R. Doig, James W. Logue, 
John Patrick, John Todd, and Thomas B. Walker, of the Ist year. Mr. Ambrose 
Bancroft also attended during the latter part of the session. 

Discourses were delivered by all the students, excepting two, of the 2d, 3d, and 
4th years, which were generally highly approven as specimens of Theological at- 
tainments. All the classes were examined on the system of Theology, Hebrew 
Bible, Church History, and the evidences of the Christian Religion, in which they 
acquitted themselves to the satisfaction of the Board. Those of the 4th year were 
also examined on the distinguishing principles of the Secession Church, and are 
hereby recommende? to Synod to be taken on trials for license. 

The Board would take the liberty of stating to Synod, that contributions have been 
made for several years past, particularly by one very liberal member of our commu- 
nion, and also by the Female Benevolent Society of the Congregation of Philadel- 
phia, for the aid of several students of Theology. These contributions, amounting 
to several hundred dollars, have been received by the Professors, and appropriated as 
directed. As there are usually a number of students who stand in need of pecunia- 
ry aid, and as the Board confidently believe there are many members of our commu- 
nion who only need to be made acquainted with the fact to induce similar contribu- 
tions, they have appointed the Rev. Professor Beveridge their Treasurer to receive 
any donations of this kind. Although the Synod has a fund for the aid of students, 
yet it has been the practice to loan out of that fund, on which account but few have 
availed themselves of it, by which they would subject themselves to a burden of 
debt. It is not thought necessary to dwell on the circumstances of most young men 
who are pursuing their studies with a view to the ministry. Nearly one half are 
obliged chiefly, on entering, to depend on their own resources ; several of them 
enter the study of theology deeply in debt for their collegiate education; nor will 
the Board enlarge on the reasons why liberality should be manifested in aiding such, 
until they find this call disregarded. 

In conclusion, the Board express their high gratification at the prosperous condi- 
tion of this Seminary, and trust, that, through the blessing of the Churchs’ Head, 
many will here be qualified to enter as faithful laborers the Lord’s vineyard. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


By order of the Board, THOMAS HANNA, Seeretary. 
P. S. According to the late organization of the Board by Synod, the term of ser- 
vice of Messrs. French and Murray will expire at this meeting. T. H. 


No. 10. The Report of Dr. Houston, Treasurer, which was, on mo- 
tion, referred to the committee on the Funds. 


Report of Daniel Houston, Treasurer. 
Daniel Houston in account with Associate Synod. Dr.,April 1, Cash, interest from D. Houston, om 
1837 eee 





. Da e6s 6 66686660 688 1-4 80 
May 31, To balance in treasury,......... $404 66 12, Rent of Seminary and Jots,....... 100 00 
June 13; Cash from South Buffalo Cong. |May 2, Cash from interest,....... 39 60 

COREE 0 660 0 0 ceetedes 8 interest,.... 10 00 





00 | 3, Cash from 





Oct, 9, Cash received, interest,......... 120 00 13, Cash from Chartier’s Cong. contr.. 24 00 
31, Cash from interest,........... 33 00) 15, Cash from Sugar Creek Cong.contr. 10 00 

Nov. 3, Cash from interest,............ 200 

1838, S978 vs 

Mar. 29, Cash frominterest,...........- 20 ____ __ 
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Contra 15, peed me John L. Gaw, for wri- 88 
or the followin nts : tingdeed,. . . .cccscerecses K 
rere 4 x — 30, Cash ig ‘William Anderson, aie 
¢c ad T. T. McKennan, attorney's OE OBR ccc ccc ce cee scene 5 
aeaiie go dies ° $10 00 | Aprill2, Cash paid William Anderson, 
13, Cash pi uid Ww ‘Mic un ” Anderson, | room rent for students,. 3 374 
planting iocust trees,.. . 10 00 Cash paid J. C a, for bric k, 1 00 
Sep. 11, Cash paid D. Guivy, for ‘locust |May 4, Cash paid Rev. T. Beveridge, 
MO. «seein es ah ae 8s @e xe 3 25 books for library,. . . 26 50 
16, Cash paid Small & Giffin, repairs j 7, Cash paid Rev. T. Beveridge, 
on Seminary,...+-+++.-seees 6 00 | SET cb neesoceeeegres 250 00 
Oct. 10, Cash paid Rev. T. Beveridge, 8, Cash paid repairs on plaster of 
Semi-ann. salary, . . 250 00 | seminary, 8 76 
Nov.10, Cash paid Hugh Sloan, for door 15, Cash paid James = Ramsay, "D. D. 
handles,... 3 384) salary, .... 300 00 
Dec. 8, Cash paid John ‘Watson, ‘for fen- 
ders, &c.... epeeccese 9 364) : 924 903 
1838. Cash paid postage; . i 624)Balance in treasury May 15th, 1838, the 
Mar. 12, Cash paid John Enos, _ Painting | greater part of which is now at interest, 8,053 15; 
seminary, .. 5 \ 





$8,973 06 


DANIEL HOUSTON, Treasurer. 
The undersigned, committee of the Board of Trustees of the Theological Semi- 
nary, have examined the above account of the treasurer, with the accompanying 
vouchers, up to this date, and find it correct. May 15, 1838. 
JAMES RAMSAY, 
D. S. STEVENSON. 

No. 11. A memorial and complaint from the Rev. D. Stalker, which 
was, on motion, laid on the table. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 

The following papers were given in and read, viz: 

No. 12. A memorial from the congregation of N. Argyle, remonstra- 
ting against the proceedings of the Presbytery of Cambridge, in the case 
of their Pastor the Rev. Duncan Stalker. 

No. 13. Complaint and memorial from the congregation of Cambridge, 
in relation to the proceedings of the Presbytery of Cambridge, in the 
case of their Pastor Dr. A. Bullions. 

No. 14. A memorial from a minority of said congregation of Cam- 
bridge in relation to the same subject. 

No. 15. A complaint and petition from the congregation of Ryegate, 
in relation to the proceedings of the Presbytery of Cambridge, in the 
above mentioned cases. 

All these papers were, on motion, laid on the table. 

No. 16. The Report of the Presbytery of Ohio, which was, on motion, 
laid on the table. 





Report of the Presbytery of Ohio. 

At our meeting in July last, a call from the congregation of Cross-roads, for a 
part of the time, of the Rev. William Douthett, which had been transferred to us 
trom the Presbytery of Shenango, was presented and accepted, by which his charge 
has been greatly enlarged. 

At our meeting in September last, Mr. James Patterson was ordained to the of- 
fice of the holy ministry, and installed in the united congregations of Yellow-creek, 
Scroggsfield and Glade-Run. By this means, three of our principal vacancies have 
been settled. Last fall, Mr. William Cleland was examined and admitted to the 
study of Theology, and has attended the last session at the Seminary. We would 
take this opportunity of respectfully suggesting to Synod the necessity of taking 
some means to encourage young men of piety and talents to devote themselves to 
the ministry of the gospel. It must be evident to all, that the present number of 
candidates for the ministry is insufficient to supply the increasing wants of our 
church. Ever since our existence in this country as a church, the demands for 
faithful men to labor in the vineyard of Christ, have been numerous and urgent, and 
which we have never been able adequately to supply. Of late years, these calls 
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have greatly increased, and have come from every section of our church, especia!ly 
from the missionary field. The few, who are licensed every year, are soon settled 
in the larger vacancies, the smaller are left to languish; and many petitions for 
supply trom remote parts are entirely neglected. Does not this subject demand our 
most serious attention? Our Zion is greatly increased and extended, but there are 
few comparatively to guide her among all the sons, whom she hath brought forth. 
The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few, and while we pray the 
Lord of the harvest that he would send forth laborers into his vineyard, should we 
not use the means which he will bless? We also request as liberal a distribu ion 
of the public funds as may be consistent with other important objects, to the stu- 
dents of divinity under the care of Synod, that all may be able to attend the seminary 
regularly and without embarrassment. 

The Book of Church Government and Discipline, submitted to the several Pres- 
byteries at your last meeting, has been under our consideration: and while we re- 
gard itas preferable in many respects to the one now in use, we could not acquiesce 
in its adoption as a substitute without some amendments. On those subjects upon 
which it treats, it is full and explicit, and affords a much clearer light to church courts 
in the disposal of business, which may come before them, than they have hitherto 
enjoyed. Yet in the omission of the offences mentioned in our Book of Discipline, 
as grounds of church censure, we regard it as defective. There is in our view no 
impropriety in having such offences particularly specified as grounds of censure in 
the discipline, though this be virtually done in our Confession and Testimony, and 
at present to strike out some of these offences would maternally weaken the hands 
of church courts in maintaining our witnessing profession. We refer particularly 
to the practice of occasional hearing mentioned in our present Book of Discipline as 
ground of censure. ‘This we admit is virtually condemned in the Testimony, but 
deprive your courts of the authority which the present Book of Discipline affords 
them, and their future efforts in restraining this practice, will doubtless be weak and 
ineffectual. We would deprecate the idea of diminishing in any degree the autho 
rity under which your office bearers act in endeavoring to restrain this practice; a 
practice entirely at variance with our witnessing profession, and if any change be 
made, let such authority be increased. We would also suggest the propriety of re- 
taining the forms appended to our present Book of Discipline and would desire to 
have them enlarged by adding to them forms in administering censure. 

At our meeting in April last, Mr. Scroggs resigned the pastoral charge of West 
Beaver, and the whole of his labors are now confined to West-Union and Four 
mile, we therefore request as liberal a portion of supply as may in some measure 
meet our present and rising vacancies. 

As to the observance of Synod’s fast, Presbytery report, that so far as ascertain- 
ed, it was observed by our members. 

DAVID GOODWILLIE, Presbytery Clerk. 

No. 17. A complaint and petition from the congregation of Barnet, in 
reference to the proceedings of the Presbytery of Cambridge, in the 
above mentioned cases. This paper was, on motion, laid on the table. 

No. 18. The Report of the Presbytery of Alleghany, which was, on 
motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Alleghany. 

The Presbytery of Alleghany reports that Mr. McCarrel has been released from 
his charge, an event which the Synod will be-prepared to expect from our report 
of last year. A call has since been presented by those congregations to Mr. Mc- 
Auley, which we have reason to hope will be accepted. The demand for supplies 
continues unabated, and we are the more anxious to obtain our full share, this year, 
as the supply of last year almost entirely failed, owing to various providential 
circumstances. A call was some time since sustained by our Presbytery for the 
Rev. J. Rodgers, which has been transmitted to the Presbytery of Chartiers, to 
whose report the Synod are respectfully referred. On the overture of a Book of 
Discipline received, we have only to state that we have made some progress in ex- 
amining it, but are prepared to report nothing decisive or particular. 

J. SCROGGS, Clerk pro tem. 


No. 19. A paper by the Rev. James Adams, relative to his case as 
presented in the report of the Presbytery of Miami. This paper was. 
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on motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Ander- 
son, W. Easton and D. Blair. 

No. 20. A petition from the united congregation of Scroggsfield, Yel- 
low Creek and Glade Run, to be disconnected from the Presbytery of 
Ohio, and connected with that of Muskingum. This petition was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of Bills and Overtures. 

The following resolution was offered, viz : 

Resolved, That in view of the difficulties in which the Synod is involv- 
ed, and the alarming evidences of the Lord’s displeasure with us, 
next be set apart for the exercises of fasting and prayer; and that our 
congregations in this city be invited to unite with us in those exercises. 

To this resolution a substitute was offered and adopted, as follows : 

Resolved, 'That next Monday evening be set apart for prayer and reli- 
gious conversation. 

From the adoption of the substitute in lieu of the original motion, Mr. 
Heron craved his dissent to be marked. 

Dr. Bruce gave notice that he joined in the protest taken by certain 
brethren in the forenoon sitting. 

The term of service of Messrs. French and Murray, as members of 
the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary, being expired, it 
was, on motion, 

Resolved, That according to a decision made at last meeting, a nomi- 
nation be now made of members to fill the vacancy. Messrs. French 
and Patterson were nominated accordingly. 

The following resolution was offered and adopted, viz : 

Resolved, That no member of Synod vacate his seat until the Synod 
adjourn, without permission of the house ; «nd that Synod require of the 
ditferent Presbyteries where any reside, who may violate this rule, to 
call such before them to answer for their conduct, and that Presbyteries 
report accordingly. 

The protestation of the brethren of Albany Presbytery, mentioned in 
the minutes of the forenoon sitting, was called up, and, on motion, refer- 
red to a select committee, consisting of Dr. Ramsay and Mr. Beveridge. 

Adjourned till the usual hour on Monday morning. Closed with 


prayer. 





Monday, May 28th. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. Mr. H. 
H. Blair asked wity his name was not called on the roll, and claimed his 
seat. ‘The Moderator decided that he was not entitled to his seat. An 
appeal from this decision was taken by Mr. Blair, but not sustained. 
Against this decision, Mr. Blair protested, for reasons to be assigned. 

Papers being. called for, the following were given in, viz : 

No. 21. Papers transmitted by the Presbytery of Miami on the sub- 
ject of occasional hearing. These papers were, on motion, referred to 
the committee on Bills and Overtures. 

No, 22. Papers transmitted by the aforesaid Presbytery, relative to an 
appeal by Messrs. D. Jackson and Archibald Collins, from a decision of 
said Presbytery in the case of the former ef these appellants. These 
papers were, on motion, referred to the committee of Appeals. 

No, 23. Papers transmitted by the aforesaid Presbytery in reference 
to appeals by Messrs. Templeton, Wallace and others, from a decision 
of said Presbytery, in the case of Mr. Heron, charged with violation of 
the Synod’s rule, respecting the publication of the banns of marriage. 
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These papers also were, on motion, referred to the committee of Ap- 
peals. 


No. 24. A petition by Messrs. James C. Bruce and Wm. Bruce, of the 
Presbytery of Miami, to be erected into a separate Presbytery. The peti- 
tion was, on motion, referred to the committee of Bills and Overtures. 

No. 25 The Report of a committee of the session of Massies Creek 
congregation, transmitted by the Presbytery of Miami, in the case of the 
Messrs. Fergusons, brought before Synod last year. This report was, 
on motion, laid on the table. 

No. 25. The Report of a committee of the Presbytery of Miami, on 
the Draught of a Book of Discipline, transmitted by said Presbytery. 
This report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

Reasons of protest against the Synod’s decision of Saturday, signed 
Hugh H. Blair, Moderator, and Andrew Stark, Presbytery Clerk, were 
read; and it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That said paper, though not admissible in its present form, 
yet be laid on the table for the use’of Synod. 


The committee on the paper given in by the Rev. James Adams on 
Saturday, presented a report which was, on motion, accepted and adopt- 
ed, as follows, viz: 


Report on Mr. James Adams’ Question. 

Your Committee to whom was referred a paper given in by the Rev. James Adams, 
report : That the question proposed by Mr. Adams should be answered in the nega- 
tive for the following reasons. It is lawful for an Ecclesiastical Court to suspend 
for trial when the circumstances of the case require it, and they are the competent 
and proper judges of the necessity of the measure. The decision of the inferior court 
ought to be held as valid, till tried and reversed, and their official report, in whatev- 
er lawful form given, to be held as sufficient data for the action of the superior court 
till the case is brought upfor trial. As edification requires that a sentence of sus- 
pension should remain in force notwithstanding an appeal, till that appeal be issued, 
and as the standing of ministers 1s legally known to Synod only through their res- 
pective Presbyteries, so they must act on that information till the trial tates place. 

The request appended to the question is reasonable, and ought to be granted. 

A. ANDERSON, 
W. EASTON. 
The committee appointed on Saturday on the protest of the brethren 
of the Presbytery of Albany, presented their report, which was read, 
and, on motion, adopted as follows, viz : 


The following is a copy of the paper submitted to your Committee: 
PHitaveELpuia, May 26th, 1838. 

We, the moderator and members of the Associate Presbytery of Albany, in our 
own name and in the name of the congregations adhering to us, solemnly protest 
against the decision of Synod made this day, declaring their constitution “ irregular 
and all their acts null and void, and the body of which the Rev. Messrs. Martin and 
Campbell are members, to be truly the Associate Presbytery of Albany,” and hold 
this decision null and void, and of no force or effect whatever, just as if it had not 
been made, and that all the acts and proceedings of said Presbytery are still good 
and valid. And we appeal to the next meeting of the Associate Synod for reasons to 
be assigned, and craveextracts. (Signed,) Hugh H. Blair, Moderator, P. Bullions, 
Andrew Stark, Robert Crookshank, John A. Gilmour, John Edwards. 

On the above paper your Committee report as follows: 

That the brethren who have subscribed the above paper have a right to enter a 
protest against the deed of Synod with which they are dissatisfied, tor their own ex- 
oneration, if they choose to do so, is not denied. But as the above paper is express- 
ed in such terms as imply a determination on their part to act in as direct opposition 
to that deed as if it had never been passed, we judge that it is both in the spirit and 
letter of it, a declinature, and that the subscribers of it should be dealt with accord- 
ingly. JAMES RAMSAY, 

THOMAS BEVERIDGE. 
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From the decision adopting the report, Mr. Heron craved his dissent 
to be marked. In this he was joined by Mr. France. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 
Mr. D. Blair gave n»tice that he joined in the dissent entered by Messrs. 
Heron and France at the close of the forenoon sitting. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 27. The Report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee of Supplies. 


Report of the Presyytery of Philadelphia. 

Several important changes have taken place in our pounds, since the last meeting 
of Synod. Mr. C. Webster having accepted tne cui trom the 1st Congregation of 
Philadelphia, mentioned in our last report, and his trials for ordination having been 
sastained, he was, on the 2d of November last, by the imposition of hands, ordained 
to the sacred office of the ministry, and installed Pastor of said congregation. The 
Rev. A. T. McGill having tendered his resignation of the united congregations of 
Carlisle, Dickenson, and Wheatfield, from want of health, for the discharge of 
the duties of that location: Presbytery found it necessary to accept the resignation, 
and dissolve the connection. A second congregation was organized in the northern 
part of the City of Philadelphia, on the 19th of July last, and they have since given 
a unanimous call to the Rev. A. T. McGill, which has been sustained. A call from 
the Associate congregation of Baltimore has been made out for Rev. JohnG. Smart, 
(late of Albany Presbytery,) presented and accepted ; and on the 2d inst. he was 
installed as Pastor of said congregation, A call has also again been given to Rev. 
A. T. McGill, trom Carlisle and branches, and sustained, and in connection with the 
call from Philadelphia, was presented, and the call from Carlisle accepted. A call 
for Mr. David Thompson, from the united congregations of Hantingdon, Boalsburg, 
and Newton Hamilton, has been made out and sustained, and is herewith transmitted 
to Synod for presentation. Messrs. James P. Smart and Wm. Y. Hamilton having 
been appointed in our bounds to be taken on trials for license, were, afler delivering 
the exercises assigned them, and undergoing the customary examinations, licensed to 
preach the everlasting gospel ; the former onthe 19th of July, and the latter on the 
14th of September last. On the overture for a book of discipline, Presbytery re- 
port :—that, inasmuch as there are in that overture some expressions ambiguous, 
some subjects deficient, and some things entirely wanting, it be recommended to 
Synod to recommit it. Though Baltimore and Philadelphia are thus, in the good 
providence of God provided for, we have yet several important vacancies on our list, 
and a due proportion of supply is selicited, Presbytery would beg leave to suggest 
the propriety of urging upon all the ministers in our communion, the duty of fre- 
quently calling the attention of our congregations to the evils of popery, and the 
danger, to both our civil and religious liberties from the rapid increase of this ‘* mys- 
tery of iniquity.” Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM EASTON, Presbytery Clerk. 


No. 28. A memorial from a portion of the congregation of Massies 
Creek, declaring their adherence to the protest of their pastor, the Rev. 
James Adams, and requesting the appointment of a commission of Synod 
for the trial of Mr. Adams’ case. 

This memorial was referred to the committee on Bills and Overtures, 

No. 29. A representation from Mr. A. Anderson and others, complain- 
ing of certain alleged inaccuracies in the printed minutes of last year. 
This paper was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Heron and Martin. 

No, 30. A protest against the Synod’s decisions of Saturday and this 
day, signed H. H. Blair, Moderator, and Andrew Stark, Presbytery 
Clerk, and declining the authority of the Associate Synod as now con- 
stituted, and appealing to the first free and faithful meeting of the Asso- 


ciate Synod. 
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Whereupon, certain resolutions were offered to issue the case respect- 
ing the protesting brethren ; and after considerable discussion, said re- 
solutions were referred to a select committee, consisting of Ur. Bruce 
and Mr. Miller. Said committee were instructed forthwith to retire, 
and to bring in a resolution issuing the matter. 

While the committee were withdrawn, the following resolution was 
offered and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the calls reported by the several Presbyteries be pre- 
sented to such candidates as are present in Synod for acceptance. 

Calls being reported for, Mr. S. McArthur, from the congregations of 
McMahon’s Creek and Belmont, in the Presbytery of Muskingum, and 
of Mercer, Springfield, and Rocky Spring, in the Presbytery of Shenan- 
go; it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That Mr. McArthur have hischoice of Presbyteries. Mr. Mc- 
Arthur made choice of the Presbytery of Muskingum. Consequently, the 
call from McMahon’s Creek and Belmont was presented and accepted. 

The call from the congregations of Huntingdon, Boalsburgh, and 
Newtown, Hamilton, reported by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, for 
Mr. D. Thompson, was, on motion, referred to the Presbytery of Char- 
tiers, for presentation. 


Paper No. 31 was read, viz: The Report of Mr. Wm. Y. Hamilton, 
on the Western mission. This report was, on motion, referred to the 
committee on the Funds, and is as follows, viz : 


Report of Western Mission. 

BrarTaHren—Your missionary arrived at Unity, Randolph County, Illinois, the first 
sabbath of December. The Synod’s Fast was observed on the third Thursday of this 
month, the time appointed having past. Having remained in Unity and its vicinity 
six sabbaths, he proceeded from thence to Mr. John Walker’s, Elkhorn, from thence to 
John Gracey’s, Sugar Creek, Madison Co., and from thence to Clark and Mackay’s, 
Shoal Creek, Bond Co., remaining in the two former one sabbath each, and in the 
latter vacancy two sabbaths. He then proceeded to Apple Creek, Green Co., where 
he remained during the remainder of February and through the month of March. 
Travelling becoming difficult, he concluded to spend the remaining month of April 
again at Unity. 

Little can be said in addition to what has frequently been laid before Synod, re- 
specting the necessity of Preaching in the Far West, that necessity still continues, 
particularly in some places, the labors of an ordained minister are much needed, 
Emigration is rapidly directing its thousands to the West. The growing facilities 
of this country, and the embarrassments of the East, contribute to render it the spot 
towards which many are directing their steps. But there is a lack of the word of 
truth. Every species of delusion, from the subtle heresies of Arminianism to the 
wild extravagance of Mormonism, seems to have sprung up in the Far West as a 
fruitful soul. Here increasing Infidelity and Romish abomination are exerting their in- 
fluence to deceive, if it were possible, even the elect. 

With respect to the prospects of the Secession Church in these parts :—Unity, in 
Randoiph Co., will probably soon sustain a settled ministry, and there are numbers 
elsewhere, for whose sake, doubtless, it is the duty of the church to obey the injunc- 
tion, ‘* preach the gospel to every creature.” 

To accomplish the ends for which our church has in God’s great name displayed 
her banner, may the King and Head of the church pour upon us the spirit of power, 
of love, and of a sound mind, that, under its reviving influence, the wilderness and 
solitary place may be glad, and the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

Respectfully submitted to the Associate Synod in session, by 
WM. Y. HAMILTON. 


The Associate Synod, to Wu. VY. Hamitroxr, Dr. 
For Missionary labor, from Ist Dec. to Ist May—22 Sabbaths,. .... 6... 0 eee eee ee ee es « SIBD OO 
Received trom the Unity Congregation, Plat Prairie, ......--«+-s00e+-0065 $38 6 
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oe “ Mr. John Gracey, Sugar Creek,........0cccccescsesesscoee 10 
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The committee to whom the resolutions lately under consideration had 
been referred, now returned, and Mr. Miller, from said committee, offer- 
ed the following preamble and resolution, in the latter part of which, but 
not in the former part, Dr. Bruce concurred. 


Whereas, the conduct of Messrs. H. H. Blair, P. Bullions, D. D., and A. Stark, 
ministers, condemned in the resolution passed by Synod on Saturday, is not only 
irregular, but sinful and distracting to the church—And whereas, the paper of the 
said ministers, together with Messrs. John Edwards, Robert Crookshanks, and John 
A. Gilmour, which purports to be some of their reasons of protest, and also their de- 
clinature given this afternoon, offer a contemptuous opposition to the authority of this 
Synod :—And whereas, they still continue to claim to be the Presbytery of Albany, 
thereby contemptuously refusing submission to Synod :—Therefore, Resolved, that 
said ministers and elders be suspended from the exercise of their offices and the com- 
munion of the church—and that they be referred to the Presbytery of Aibany for the 
ultimate issuing of their case, either by their returning to submission to the aatho- 
rity of the church, or by the infliction of her higher censures. 


This report, after having been the subject of some discussion, and a 
brother having been employed in prayer, was adopted by the following 
vote : 

Ayes—Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. Anderson, Miller, Scroggs, Beveridge, 
Smart, McNaughtan, Hanna, Templeton, Wilson, Wallace, Kendall, 
Jno. Adams, A. Gordon, D. Gordon, McElwee, Webster, McKee, Pat- 
terson,Campbell, Martin—ministers. G. Robertson, McCelland, Darling, 
Martin, Maxwell, Smeallie, Wilson, Dickson, Young, McCall, Arthurs, 
Reid, A. Collins, Johnston, Bullock, McNary, Morris, T. C. Collins— 
elders—39. 

Noes—Mr. McLane, Dr. Bruce, Messrs. Heron, D. Blair, France, 
Ferrier, Whyte, Thompson, T. Goodwillie, Pringle, Galbraith, D. Good- 
willie, Rodgers—ministers. Gilkerson, Smith, Scott, Mason, Bell, W. 
Bruce, Gilleland—elders—20. 

The Moderator craved to be marked as voting in the affirmative. 
Against this decision, Mr. Heron protested, for reasons to be assigned. 
In this he was joined by Dr. Bruce and Messrs. France, Thompson, Fer- 
rier, McLane, Gilkerson, Smith, D. Blair, Whyte, W. Bruce, Bell, Gal- 
braith, Scott, Gilleland, T. Goodwillie, D. Goodwillie, Rodgers, Mason 
and Pringle. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That Dr. Ramsay and Mr. Beveridge be appointed a com- 
mittee to purchase books for the Theological Seminary. 

Messrs. Kendall and A. Gordon were appointed to lead in the exer- 
cises of this evening. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with 
prayer. 

Tuesday, May 29th. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. he minutes of last sitting were read and corrected. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 32. A complaint of Messrs. D. Stalker and others, against the 
Presbytery of Cambridge, for excluding them from their. seats in said 

Presbytery on the trial of a charge against Dr. A. Bullions. This com 
plaint was, on motion, laid on the table. 

No. 33. Memorial and Complaint by Dr. A. Bullions, against the 

Presbytery of Cambridge, for certain of their proceedings in his case. 
This paper was, on motion, laid on the table. 
The committee on Bills and Overtures presented a report on the sub- 
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ject of division of Presbyteries contemplated in the reports of the Pres- 
byteries of Muskingum and Miami. After some conversation, the said 
report Was, on motion, recommitted. The same committee presented a 
report on the memorial on occasional hearing, transmitted by the Pres- 
bytery of Miami. This report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

The call for Mr. Rodgers from the congregation of Alleghany, report- 
ed by the Presbytery of Alleghany, was called up, and after hearing the 
commissioner from Alleghany, and reading a representation from the 
congregation of Noblestown in opposition to the removal of Mr. Rodgers, 
the question was taken, ‘‘ Transfer or not,” and carried, “ Not transfer,” 
by a vote of 20to 19. The vote being so near a tie, and so many of the 
members not being prepared to vote, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That the call be presented to Mr. Rodgers for his own de- 
cision. The call was accordingly presented, but Mr. Rodgers craved 
permission to deler his answer till the afternoon. The request was 
granted. 

The protest of the Rev. James Adams against a decision of the Pres- 
bytery of Miami, suspending him from the exercise of his ministerial of- 
fice till a charge now pending against him be tried, was, on motion, ta- 
ken up ; all the documents connected with the case were read, and some 
explanation in reference to the facts of the case given, and the Synod 
adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 
Dr. Bruce craved extracts from the minutes, in reference to the resolu- 
tion protested against by himself and others in the forenoon. The re- 
quest was granted. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 34. A call from Tuscaloosa for the Rev. Thos. 8. Kendall. This 
paper was, on motion, referred to a special committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Miller and Anderson. 

No. 35. A communication from Mr. D. Thompson, containing his ex- 
cuse for the non-fulfillment of his appointment to the Presbytery of the 
Carolinas. The excuse was sustained. 

From this decision Mr. Heron craved his dissent to be marked. 

The call from Cambridge, Clear Fork, and Claysville, for Mr. James 
McGill, reported by the Presbytery of Muskingum, was on m>tion, pre- 
sented and accepted. 

Resumed the consideration of the business left unfinished at the close 
of the forenoon sitting, viz: the protest of Mr. Adams. Mr. Adams and 
the members of the Presbytery of Miami were heard, and parties removed, 
and after a brief discussion the question was put “sustain the appeal or 
not,” and carried “ not sustain.” 

Mr. Adams requested to have his papers returned to him. The re- 
quest was granted. 

The call for Mr. Rodgers from the congregation of Alleghany, was call- 
ed up, and the decision of the forenoon sitting, on motion, reconsidered. 
re the question being again put, “ Transfer or not,” it carried “ Trans- 
er. 

Reasons of protest by Mr. Anderson and others, against the decision of 
Synod last year, sustaining the appeal from the Moderator’s decision in 
the case of Mr. Stark, were given in. Dr. Bruce and Mr. Rodgers were 
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appointed a committee to answer said reasons of protest, with instruc- 
tions to report before Synod rise. 

Reasons of protest by Mr. Heron against the deed of Synod last year, 
in the case of the Rev. James Lyle were read, and Messrs. Miller and D. 
Gordon were appointed a committee to prepare answers. 

On motion, it was Resolved, That the case of Dr. Bullions and the Pres- 
bytery of C ambridge, be made the order of the day for to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

Wednesday, May 30th. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

Mr. D. Gordon gave notice that he joined ‘n the dissent from the de- 
cision of last evening, sustaining the excuse of Mr. D. Thompson for the 
non-fulfillment of his appointment. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 36. Reasons of protest by Mr. D. Gordon against the decision of 
Synod last year, deferring further proceedings in the case of Mr. Stark 
till the present meeting. Messrs. D. Blair and McLane were appointed 
a committee to answer said reasons. 

No. 37. A memorial from a minority of the Presbytery of Miami, com- 
plaining of a decision of said Presbytery, in the case of Mr. James A. 
Brown, student of theology, refusing to apply to Synod for his licensure, 
on the ground of his having some doubts on the subject of occasional 
hearing. This memorial was, on motion, referred to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Hanna and A. Gordon. 

A Report by the Committee on Missions was given in and read, and, 
on motion, laid on the table. 

The Committee on Bills and Overtures presented a report on the me- 
morial from certain members of the congregation of Massies Creek, in the 
case of Mr. Adams. After a brief discussion, the report being amended, 
was adopted as follows, viz ; 

‘The Committe on Bills and Overtures, report on the memorial of 
some people in Massies Creek congregration that that part of their re- 
quest which invites a Commission to be sent by Synod to try the libel 
against the Rev. James Adams ought to be granted, for this reason, that 
while it affords the means of a fair trial it may be more satisfactory to all 
the parties concerned. 

Resolved, also, That said Commission be authorised to try and settle 
all other matters which may involve the standing of Mr. Adams. 

ALEX’R GORDON, 
THO’S HANNA. 

From the decision adopting the above report, Mr. Webster craved his 
dissent to be marked. 

Messrs. Hanna, S. Hindman and McElwee were appointed said Com- 
mission. 

On motion, it was agreed to defer the appointment of the time of the 
meeting of the Commission till the afternoon. 

Answers to Dr. Bruce’s reasons of protest against Synod’s decision of 
last year, deferring the consideration of Mr. Stark’s case till the present 
meeting, were read and adopted as follows, viz. : 

Protest of Dr. Bruce—1837. 
The subscriber begs leave to Protest against the decision of Synod last evening, 


deferring the trial of Mr. Stark till next year, because that decision proceeds on a 
deceitful grennd isernel and uniust. 
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The ground is deceitful—because it was our own decision we were to review ; and 
as prosecutors, we cannot alter our libel, nor, in reviewing, consider any evidence 
but that on which the decision was founded. This could have been done in a few 
minutes. 

It is cruel—because it keeps a whole congregation in suspense for twelve months, 
without any necessity. 

It is unjust—because part of the reasons assigned for the delay was to take addi- 
tional testimony on the part of the prosecution. The defendant has the right, if 
permitted by court, to give any new testimony he possesses, but the prosecutors, in 
reviewing their own deed, can consider the grounds only of their own decision. It 
would not be a review otherwise, but a new trial, which should commence in Pres- 
bytery. Signed, ROBERT BRUCE. 

; Pittsbugh, June 2d, 1837. 
Answers to Dr. Bruce's Reasons of Protest—1838. 

The committee to which were referred the reasons of Protest by Dr. Bruce, against 
the vote of Synod last year, deferring the ‘‘ Review” of Mr. Stark’s case, offer the 
following report :— 

The correctness of the general doctrines laid down in the Protest, your committee 
are ready to admit; and if the term deceptive had been used instead of ‘* deceitful,” 
they would also admit the soundness of the particular principle of order, by which 
the first reason is illustrated. The distinction between a review and a new trial, no- 
ticed both in this and the third reason, we admit to be technically correct and wor- 
thy the notice of Synod in the issuing of the case. And it may be, some who voted 
for the review were deceived, by not understanding or attending to this distinction. 

While your committee agree with the protester that a review is not a new trial, 
much less can it be a reversal of the deed to be reviewed, they are compelled to 
admit, as a necessary consequence, that the deed of Synod is in force until it is not 
only reviewed, but until it is reversed. 

On the second reason in the protest, viz: ‘‘ That the decision was cruel,” your 
committee would only remark, that although the proper operation of the decision of 
granting areview of Mr. Stark’s case did leave his congregation under suspense, so 
long as they adhered to Mr. Stark, while under sentence of suspension ; yet they do 
not appear to have felt its cruelty, as they appear wholly to have disregarded and 
disobeyed it. 

On the third reason offered by the protester, your committee would only remark, 
while the soundness of the general principle is admitted, being not materially different 
from the first, it is still to be kept in remembrance, that the plea chiefly urged, both 
in the memorials and speeches, in favor of Mr. Stark, was based on the ground 
that new testimony was offered. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
JAS. P. MILLER, 
F. W. McNAUGHTON. 


The Committee of Appeals reported on the appeals of Messrs. Tem- 
pleton, Wallace and others, from the decisions of the Presbytery of 


Miami, on the subject of marrying without publication. The report was 
read, and on motion, laid on the table. 


The same committee reported on the appeal of Messrs. Jackson and 


Collins, transmitted by the Presbytery of Miami. This report was like- 
wise laid on the table. 


The committee on Bills and Overtures reported on the subject of a 
division of Presbyteries, contemplated, in the reports of the Presbyteries 
of Muskingum and Miami. The report was adopted. 


Repor! of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on division of Presbyteries, &c. 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures, to whom was referred the reports of the 
Presbyteries of Muskiagum and Miami, requesting among other things, a division of 
said Presbyteries, beg leave to report the following resolutions for adoption, viz : 

1. Resolved, That all that part of the Presbytery of Muskingum lying west and 


north of the Tuscarawasand Muskingum rivers be erected into a new Presbytery, to be 
called the Presbytery of Richland. 


9 


2. Resolved, That the ministers with their elders respectively included in said 
bounds, shall meet in Presbytery at Wooster, on the first Wednesday of August next, 
and that the Rey. Samuel Irvine shal] preach and constitute said Presbytery; and 
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further that all papers or documents in the hands of the Presbytery of Muskingum, 
affecting said Presbytery, or any of its members, be forthwith transmitted to them. 

On the report of the Presbytery of Miami your committee report the following re- 
solutions. 

1. Resvlved, That all that part of the Presbytery of Miami within the bounds of 
the state of Indiana, be erected into a new Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of 
Indiana ; and further that the ministers and their elders respectively included in said 
bounds, shall meet in Presbytery on the second Wednesday of August next, at Bloom- 
ington, and that the Rev. Nathaniel Ingles shall preach and constitute said Presby- 
tery. 

2. Resolved, That all that part of the Presbytery of Miami within the bounds of 
the state of Illinois, and such congregations as lie west and north of said state, be 
erected into a new Presbytery to be called the Presbytery of Illinois ; and further that 
the ministers and their elders, respectively, in said bounds, shall meet in Presbytery 
on the second Wednesday in August next, at Henderson, and that the Rev. James 
C. Bruce shall preach and constitute said Presbytery. 

3. Resolved, That all documents in the hands of the Presbytery of Miami, affect- 
ing the above named Presbyteries, or any of their members, be forthwith transmitted 
to said Presbyteries respectively. 

4. Agreeably to the request of the Presbytery of Miami, Resolved, That hereafter 
in making out the Scale of Appointments, special appointments be made in behalf of 
Tennessee, Southwestern Virginia, and Alabama. 

With respect to the petition from the congregations of Scroggsfield, Yellow Creek 
and Glade Run, and the request from the Presbytery of Muskingum, for a definite 
line between them and the Presbytery of Ohio—your committee recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution, viz : 

Resolved, That the aforesaid congregations, with their pastor Mr. Patterson, be 
annexed to the Presbytery of Muskingum, and that the following line be established 
between the aforesaid Presbyteries, viz: Beginning at Wellsville on the Ohio 
river, and running due west to Massillon, on the Tuscarawas river. 

ALEX’R GORDON, 
THOMAS HANNA, 
THOMAS 8. KENDALL. 


On motion, Messrs. McKee and Kendall were added to the Commit- 
tee of Supplies. 

Proceeded to the order of the day, viz: the case of Dr. Bullions 
and the Presbytery of Cambridge. At this stage Mr. James Lowrie 
from the session of Cambridge congregation appeared, claiming his 
seat in Synod. Mr. Lowrie was el whether he considered him- 
self as representing a session now in subordination to the Presbytery of 
Cambridge and to the Synod. Mr. Lowrie answered in the affirmative. 
After some further discussion, Mr. Lowrie declared that he waived his 
right for the present. 

The following resolution was then offered, and after some discussion 
agreed to, viz: 

“Whereas it appears that Dr. Bullions’ case does not come before Sy- 
nod in any regular form, there having been no legal notice given to Pres- 
bytery—Therefore, 

Resolved, That Synod cannot according to order, but with consent of 
Presbytery, now proceed to the investigation.” 

From this decision Mr. Heron craved his dissent to be marked. 

Dr. Bullions protested against the decision. 

The members of the Presbytery of Cambridge having declared their 
willingness to proceed with the investigation—the memorial of Dr. Bul- 
lions was read. The memorial of the congregation of Cambridge rela- 
tive to this matter, was also read in part, but before going through with 
it, the Synod adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 


~ et ee * 
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3 o'clock P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in, viz: 

No. 38. A petition and representation from Samuel! Creswell, in re- 
ference to his case as before the Session of West Union. 

No. 39. Reasons of Protest by the same individual, against a decision 
of the Session of West Union in his case. 

These papers were, on motion, referred to the Presbytery of Ohio. 

No. 40. A communication from Mr. Beggs, in relation to his case as 
in the hands of the Presbytery of Shenango. This paper was, on motion, 
referred, together with all the other documents in the case of Mr. B 2ggs, 
to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Kendall and S. Wilson. 

No. 41. An additional report of the Presbytery of Albany, which was, 
on motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of Dr. Ramsay and 
Mr. Beveridge. 


Additional Report of the Presbytery of Albany. 

The Presbytery of Albany hereby give notice to the Synod that, at a meeting of 
Presbytery this morning, on the question of presenting the call from the Associate 
congregation of Johnstown, to Mr. Williamson, the Presbytery agreed that he be 
first required to signify his acknowledgment of the valicity of the Synod’s decision 
respecting the Presbytery of Albany, and that he submit to said Presbytery as re- 
cognised by that decision; but Mr. W. wishing to consider the matter, the Presbv- 
tery allowed him further time ; at the expiration of the time allowed the Presbytery 
again met; Mr. W., however, did not appear, but communicated, in writing, an an- 
swer to the Presbytery’s request, which was voted not satisfactory. The Presbyte- 
ry, therefore, in view of these facts, ask the Synod to direct them, as to what further 
steps they should take, if any, in this matter. 

P. CAMPBELL, Moderator. 
J. MARTIN, Presbytery Clerk. 

At the request of Mr. Miller, he was released from the committee ap- 
pointed to answer Mr. Heron’s reasons of protest against the decision in 
the case of the Rev. Jas. Lyle, and Mr. Scroggs substituted in his room, 

Resumed the consideration of the business left unfinished at the close 
of the forenoon sitting. All the remaining documents in the.case of Dr. 
Bullions and the Presbytery of Cambridge, were read. During the read- 
ing of these documents, Mr. John Graham, minister, and Mr. John Elliott, 
ruling elder, of the Presbytery of Albany, appeared and took their seats. 

After the papers were read, Dr. Bullions was heard in his defence, and 
the Synod adjourned till 8 o’clock this evening. Closed with prayer 
8 o'clock P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

Resumed the consideration of the business left under discussion at the 
close of last sitting. Commissioners were heard on behalf of the memo- 
rials from the congregation of Cambridge, respecting the case of Dr. 
Bullions ; and the Synod adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morn- 
ing. Closed with prayer. 

Thursday, May 31. 
The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

Papers being called for, the following were given in, viz. : 

No. 42. The Report of Mr. D. Murphy, Assistant Treasurer, which 
was, on motion, referred to the Committee on the Funds. 
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“ssociate Synod fe Worth America, in account with Daniel ear’ “tof in Synod s Fund. 
1838 


May 25, To cash paid ra Rev. A. Herem, 


£38. 
| May 25, By cash from Roltmere cong., 





for services as stated clerk, per Rev. J. G. Smuart,. . . . 70 63 
Balance remaining in treasury,........ 663 994 By cash from Wooster cong., 
—_— per Rev Jos. McKee,.... 5 52 
$763 oof By cash from Hebron cong., 
—___ -_ per Rev. A. Anderson,... 13 17 





1838. CR. 
May 25, By cash from Fairfield cong. 


26, To cash from Unity cong., 
| Harrison co., Ohio, per Rev. 
| J. Walker, 71 


per Rev. J. Scroggs,. . . .@26 57 To eash from 
-s "quarterly “col- 
25, By cash from 2 years interest lections Ist cong.. Phila. .. . 28 35 
on Mrs. Whiteside’s lega- 


cy, per Rev. Jas. P. Smart, 18 00 
By cash from Pittsburgh con. 

per Mr. Wm. Bell,....... 20 00 
By cash from Xenia Cong, 

per Rev. 8. Wilson,,. 


To cash from ‘estimonies 
sold, received from Rev. T. 
Beveridge, per Mr. Wm. S. 


30, To cash from Cambridge cong. 


per Mr. James Lourie,.... 11 25 
a 4 from Margaret Me- To cash from Tieride cong. ” 
se eeweae R P. F: t 00 
By cash from Ceasar’s Creek pre Sev. F. Caaaeeel: ‘ 


cong., per Rev. A. Heron,. 10 00 


To cash from Albany cong. oe 





t 45 31 
By cash from Massies Creek par Dien. San. PEER, ss 405 42% 
cong., per Geo, Galloway, ’ 11838. In Misstonary Funp. 
Es 20 00 May 26, By cash from Barnet cong., 
By cash from Stone Valley Vermont, per Rev.T.Good- 
cong., per Rev. Wm. Eas- willie... . 18 42 
ton, 11 00 Ix Stupent’s Funv.. 
By cash from East “Notting- May 12, By cash from Commercial 
ham cong., per Rev. Wm. Bank stock, 1 — s divi- 
Easton, ... 6 10 dend, . 99 00 
By cash from. Octorara, per ’ By cash remaining im treasn- 
Rev. Wm. Baston,. 5 25 ry as per — of May the 
By cash from Guinston and 17th, ge 241 15 
Lower Chanceford cong., - adnate 
per Rev. John Adams,... 22 ~ 
By cash from Noblestown ate Ee 
cong., per Rev. J. Rodgers, 8 00 V—_—_— 


The above is a correct report of the state of the different funds in my hands be- 


longing to Synod, up to the present date. 
Philadelphia, May 30th, 1838. 


DANIEL MURPHY, Assistant Treasurer. 


To the Associate Synod of North America, the Assistant Treasurer begs leave to re- 
port the following in addition to the report already given in. 


Associate Synod of N. A. in account with D. Murphy, in Synod’s fund. 





1838. R. /1838. CR. 
June 2, To cash paid James Galbraith, as June 2, By cash from Bovina cong., per 
per order of Synod, dated June 3d, eves. GHes ccccconcces 87 50 
Ml, wv ecwosesocsccoscee SMEG 5 aie per Rev. 
To cash paid for 500 extra Nos. of J.P. Miller. . . 24 60 
Religious Monitor, . . . 40 00 By cash from Mr. Wi. Stevenson 
To cash paid the Rev. T. Beveridge, and wife, yee oy. Y¥,, a 
for the purchase of books for The- Rev. J. G. Smart, ° 25 00 
ological Hall,......secesecce 100 00 Bulance, .... 97 90 
$155 00 $155 00 
—___ re nae 
1838. In Missionary Founp. 
June 1, By cash from Mr. Daniel Williamson, Putnam, Washington co., N. Y.... #5 00 
— 


By the above statement it will be seen that the amount in thetreasury will be $92. 


90 less than formerly reported. 
Philadelphia, «ve 2d, 1838. 


DANIEL MURPHY, Assistant Treasurer. 
No. 43. Papers transmitted by the Presbytery of Shenango, in refer- 


ence to the case of Mr. Beggs. ‘These papers were. on motion, referred to 
the select committee, to whom. tne communication of Mr. Beggs was yes- 
terday referred, and Mr. D. Goodwillie was, on motion, added to said 
Committee. 

The Select Committee, on the additional report of the Presbytery of 
Albany, reported, and the report was, on motion, re-committed. 

The Presbytery of Miami requested to have their report returned to 
them for amendment. The request was granted. 


Resumed the consideration of the subject left under discussion last 
evening, viz: the case of Dr. Bullions and the Presbytery of Cambridge. 





Minutes of Synod. 29 


The Presbytery were heard in defence of their decisions in the case 
of Dr. Bullions. In the course of the discussion, the Moderator having 
decided that Messrs. T. Goodwillie and Pringle could not be heard, as 
they were not withthe Presbytery in their views, nor protesters in the 
case ; an appeal was taken but not sustained. Against this decision Mr. 
Goodwillie entered his protest. In this protest he was joined by Messrs. 
Pringle and Gilkerson. Before the parties were fully heard, the Synod 
adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 
3 o'clock P. M. 
The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and corrected. 

On motion, it was resolved that Mr. D. Blair be added to the com- 
mittee appointed to answer reasons of protest against the Synod’s de- 
cision of last year, reversing the Moderator’s decision in the case of 
Mr. Stark. 

Papers being called for, there was given in and read : 

No. 44. A letter from the Rev. Jos. Banks, containing his excuse for 
the non-fulfillment of the appointment given him by Synod last year. 
This letter was, on motion, laid on the table. 

An addition to the report of the Presbytery of Miami was read, in 
relation to Mr. James A. Brown, student of theology, and, on motion, 
referred to the select committee to which the memorial respecting Mr. 
Brown had been referred. 

The report of the select committee on the additional report of the 
Presbytery of Albany was read, and, on motion, adopted as follows, 
Viz: 


Report of the Committee on the Additional Report of the Presbytery of Albany. 

‘The committee to whom was referred the additional report of the Presbytery of 
Albany, would recommend to Synod that their conduct be approved, in refusing to 
present a call to Mr. Williamson, while he refuses to recognize them as the Presby- 
tery, agreeably to the decision of Synod ; and that Mr. Williamson be appointed to 
the Presbytery of Albany during the year, and his case referred to them for farther 
dealing. JAMES RAMSAY, 

T. BEVERIDGE. 

On motion, Resolved, that the Commission yesterday appointed, meet 
at Massies (reek on the first Thursday of July, at 11 o’clock A. M. 

Resumed the consideration of the business left under discussion at the 
close of the forenoon sitting. The parties were further heard and re- 
moved, and the members of Synod proceeded to express their views, 
Before going through the roll, the Synod adjourned till 8 o’clock this 
evening. Closed with prayer. 

8 o'clock P. M. 
The Synod met and onened with prayer. Members present as above, 
with the exception of Messrs. McKee, Dickson, Taggart, Reid and Ma- 
son, absent without leave. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

Proceeded with the business left under discussion at the close of the 
last sitting. Before getting through the roll, the Synod adjourned till 
the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

Friday, June 1st. 
The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, with the exception of Messrs. McLane, France, D. Blair, Dou- 
thett, Rodgers and W. Bruce, absent without leave. 

Resumed the consideration of the business left unfinished last evening. 
The members of Synod were heard in the expression of their views. 
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After a free discussion, a motion was made and seconded, that the ques- 
tion be put, “ Affirm or reverse the decision of the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge?” An amendment was proposed to this effect, “that a select 
committee be appointed to prepare a minute issuing the whole case.” 
This amendment being put to the vote, was negatived. From this deci- 
sion, Mr. Heron craved his dissent to be marked. In this he was joined 
by Mr. Ferrier. 

The original motion was then put and carried, and a brother having 
been employed in prayer for divine direction, the question was put, “At- 
firm the decision of the Presbytery of Cambridge or not?” and carried 
“ affirm,” by the following vote, viz: 

Ayes—Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. Campbell, Martin, Scroggs, Beveridge, 
Smart, McNaughton, W. Easton, Hanna, Templeton, 8. Wilson, Wal- 
lace, Kendall, Jno. Adams, McGill, Graham, McElwee, Webster, Mc- 
Kee, Patterson—ministers. Maxwell, Smaellie,Wilson, Dickson, Young, 
Galloway, McCall, Taggart, Arthurs, Reid, A. Collins, Johnston, Bul- 
lock, McNary, Morris, F. C. Collins, Elliot—elders—37. 

Noes—Dr. Bruce, Messrs. Heron, Ferrier, Whyte, Thompson, Gal- 
braith, D. Goodwillie—ministers. Scott, Bell—elders—9. 

The Moderator craved to have it marked that he voted in the affirma- 
tive. 

Against the above decision, Dr. Bruce protested, for reasons to be 
assigned. In this protest he was joined by Messrs. Ferrier, T. Goodwil- 
lie, Pringle, UV. Goodwillie, Galbraith, Gilkerson and Smith. Mr. He- 
ron craved to have it marked, that, in voting in the negative, he is not to 
be understood as approving the conduct of Dr. Bullions, but as express- 
ing his belief that the sentence is too severe, and his disapprobation of 
some steps of the Presbytery’s procedure. Mr. Scott craved to have the 
same explanation of his vote marked. 

Messrs. Whyte and Thompson craved to have it marked in explana- 
tion of their vote, that according to their views the Synod should not 
have been called to vote upon the whole case in curulo. 

Dr. Bullions protested against the decision, and craved extracts, with 
time to prepare his protest in form, and follow it with reasons. ‘The 
protest was admitted, and the request granted ; but it was, on motion, 

Resolved, ‘That Synod declare that Dr. Bullions has no right to exer- 
cise his ministry under his protest. 

The Synod proceeded to the consideration of the memorial and com- 
plaint of Mr. Stalker, against the Presbytery of Cambridge. Documents 
connected with the case were read, and the Synod adjourned till the 
usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. ‘The minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 
‘The Presbytery of Cambridge requested permission to retire for a short 
time. This request was granted. 

Reasons of protest by Dr. Bruce against the decision of Synod in the 
case of the Presbytery of Albany were read, and Messrs. Miller and A. 
Gordon were appointed a committee to answer said reasons. The Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge having returned, presented a petition praying for a 
division of said Presbytery. This petition was, on motion, referred to a 
select committee, consisting of Messrs. Hanna and S. Wilson. 

Mr. 8S. Wilson asked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder 
of the present sitting. 


=? 
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Resumed the consideration of the business left under discussion at the 
close of the forenoon sitting. Reasons of protest by Mr. Stalker against 
a decision of the Presbytery of Cambridge, excluding him from a vote on 
the ground of his having prejudged the cause, were read, together with 
the Presbytery’s answers. After a brief discussion, the question was put, 
‘Sustain the appeal or not ?” and carried, ‘“ not sustain.” 

The charges of the Presbytery against Mr. Stalker, which finally led 
to his deposition, with Mr. Stalker’s answers to said charges, and other 
documents connected with the case were then read. ‘The commissioner 
from the congregation of N. Argyle was heard, and the parties being 
heard, and removed, the members of Synod proceeded to give their 
views. Before coming to a decision, the Synod adjourned till half past 
8 o’clock this evening. Closed with prayer. 

8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, with the exception of Dr. Bruce and Messrs. Galbraith, Smith, 
Dickson, Taggart, Mason and Gilleland, absent without leave. 

The minutes of last sitting were read and corrected. 

On motion, the reading of papers were dispensed with, in order to pro- 
ceed with the business left under discussion at the close of last sitting. 
After a brief discussion, the question was put, “Affirm the decision of 
the Presbytery of Can.bridge in the case of Mr. Stalker or not?” and 
carried, “ affirm.” 

Against this decision, Messrs. Ferrier, Heron, Gilkerson, T. Good- 
willie, Pringle and D. Goodwillie, entered their protest for reasons to be 
assigned. Mr. Nicholas Robertson, ruling elder from the congregation 
of North Argyle, also protested against the decision. 

Mr. Stalker protested against the decision for reasons to be given in, 
and craved extracts from the minutes in his case. ‘This protest was ad- 
mitted, and his request granted ; but it was, on motion, 

Resolved, That Syned declare that Mr. Stalker has no right to exer- 
cise his ministerial office under his protest. 

The following resolutions were then offered and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That Mr. Stalker be required to acknowledge the Presby- 
tery of Cambridge as a lawful court of Jesus Christ, to which he owes 
subjection in the Lord. 

Resolved, 'That he satisfy the Synod that he approves of our professed 
principles, particularly in those points where we have testified against 
the defections of the United Seceders. 

Resolved, That he express his sorrow for those expressions used by 
him injurious to his co-presbyters. 

Resolved, That upon his acquiescence in these requirements, a rebuke 
be administered, and that he be restored to the communion of the church, 
and to the office of the ministry.” 

To the requirement in the Ist resolution Mr. Stalker acceded. In an- 
swer to the 2d he declared in substance, that he never could agree to 
testify against the United Secession Church,—in answer to the 3d, he de- 
clared that he was not conscious of having given his brethren any just 
cause of offence.—Whereupon it was voted that Mr. Stalker’s answer is 
not satisfactory ;—and, on motion, Resolved, That both Mr. Stalker and 
Dr. Bullions be remitted to the Presbytery of Cambridge for further 
dealing with them. 

Resolved, That two ministers be sent forthwith, by this Synod, to the 
congregations of the deposed and suspended ministers, to labor among 
them, and as far as possible heal their divisions, to remain three or four 
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weeks, and that their expenses be defrayed from the Synod’s fund. 
Messrs. A. T. McGill and McKee were appointed accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the following students, having completed 
their full term of study, be taken on trial for license, viz: 

Mr. Joseph T. Cooper, by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

Mr. James Law, by the Presbytery of Cambridge. 

Mr. J. N. Laughead, by the Presbytery of Miami. 

Mr. J. W. Harsha, John L. McLean, and Wm. H. Walker, by the 
Presbytery of Muskingum. 

On motion, Resolved, That Messrs. Robert McClelland and William 
McNary be, and they hereby are, appointed Trustees of the Theological 
Seminary, in the room of Rev. Alexander Donnan and Mr. William Bell. 

Messrs. French and Patterson were, on motion, elected members of 
the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary. 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported respecting the memo- 
rial from a minority of the Presbytery of Miami, in the case of James A. 
Brown, student of Theology. The report being amended was, on mo- 
tion, adopted as follows, viz: 

“ Your Committee of Bills and Overtures report on the memorial of 
certain brethren of Miami Presbytery, in the case of Mr. Brown,—That 
the request be not granted, and for these reasons: 

1. Because it is understood that he has not fulfilled the prescribed num- 
ber of years at the Hall. 

2. Because the point of which Mr. Brown is in doubt essentially con- 
sidered is, whether we have sufficient reason for continuing a distinct 
body or not. 

3. That however it may ‘be sometimes expedient to bear with the 
doubts of honest private individuals, the case of a candidate for license is 
different, because he ought to be able to teach others this very doctrine. 

4, That while it is ‘manifestly consistent” to hold Mr. Brown back 
from preaching until his doubts are removed, as to what he should preach, 
yet no censure is inflicted on him or intended thereby, and the phrase 
‘indefinite suspension,” as used in the memorial is wholly inapplicable. 

5. Resolved, That it be recommended to Mr. Brown to attend the Se- 
minary during the next session, and in the mean time, that he take the 
subject of Occasional Hearing more fully under his serious considera- 
tion. ALEX’R GORDON, 

THOMAS HANNA. 

Mr. John Adams asked, and obtained leave of absence, for to-morrow. 

Messrs. McCall, Scott, Easton, A. Collins, T. C. Collins, W. Bruce, 
and James Wilson, asked and obtained leave of absence for the remain- 
ing sittings of Synod. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

Saturday, June 2d. 

Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as above. 
The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

A committee was appointed to bring in a minute to express the Sy- 
nod’s mind about protests from decisions of a superior court. 

Mr. Beveridge was appointed said committee. 

A request was made on behalf of the Presbytery of Cambridge, that 
said Presbytery be furnished with copies of the papers in the case of Mr. 
Stalker. The request was granted. 

On motion, Resolved, That the professors be appointed a committee 
to prepare a formula of the obligations to be used in dispensing the ordi- 
nance of baptism. 
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Resolved, further, That said formula be printed along with the Testi- 
mony. 

These resolutions were adopted. 

The Draught of an Act for a Fast was read and on motion recom- 
mitted. 

Answers to reasons of protest by Messrs. Anderson and others, against 
the decision of Synod last year, refusing to sustain the decision of the 
Chair, in the case of Mr. Stark, were read, and, on motion, it was Re- 
solved, That Synod do not adopt these answers as their own, but that 
they be printed with the reasons of protest, as the answers of the com- 
mittee. ‘The Moderator desired his dissent to be marked from the deci- 
sion to print. 

Reasons of Protest against a deed of the Associate Synod of 1837. 

The unders signed having protested against a decision of Synod not sustaining a 
decision of the “Moder ator in the case of Mr. A. Stark, now present their reasons of 
protest. 

The decision of the Moderator was, that the vote of Synod to review their deed of 
the preceding year in the case of Mr. Stark, left ‘‘ the sentence of suspension unre- 
versed.” This decision, on an appeal from the chair, was sustained, but was after- 


wards reconsidered and voted ‘‘ not sustain.” Against the final decision of Synod 
not sustaining it, the undersigned protest for the following reasons : 
They consider the decision protested against as asserting an untruth, either 


the vote to review reversed the sentence of suspension, or it did not. There is no 
medium between these positions. The Moderator decided that it did not; the Sy- 
nod, that it did. The answer to the question at issue must be drawn from the vote 
to review, as that is the only thing supposed to affect the standing of Mr. Stark 
in the case. Now that was a vote to review, and not a vote to reverse; and of 
course necessarily implied and promised that a trial was to be made whether to con 

firm or to reverse. The vote to review was not the trial itself, and still less was it 
the ultimate decision without atrial. Therefore, it is not true that the vote to re- 
view reversed the decision, as the deed protested against necessarily 
therefore is and ought to be null. 

2. The decision protested against misrepresents the vote to reviews, if it imply, 
as some plead that it does . that the vote to review placed Mr. Stark in the attitude 
of a defendant to be put on trial, and that therefore the sentence should be taken off 
till the trial took place. 

The result of reversal does not necessarily follow even from these premises, be- 
cause in matters of scandal of weighty import as this of Mr. Stark’s was, church 
courts usually suspend for trial. But even the premises, that the vote to review 
placed Mr. Stark in the attitude of defendant for trial, are false, because it was not 
a vote to try Mr. Stark, but to review the deed of Synod. Books of Discipline and 
the regular practice of church courts, make a distinction between the trial of a cause, 
and of a deed of court. The trial of the deed,is first ; the trial of the cause follows, 
if it take place at all. As then the vote was to review the deed of Synod and not 
the cause, the decision protested against misrepresents that vote, and is therefore null. 

The decision protested against was an unlawful assumption: it assumed a de 
cision without a trial, and is therefore illegal. It assumed, without trial, what may 
be condemned on the trial which is promise ad. It assumed to condemn without trial 
a decision which it had just been determined to try. It assumed to reverse, without 
trial, what had been decided with trial; thus it illegally and in a disorderly manner 
reversed what had been legally and orderly done, and treated with contempt Synod’s 
deed of the preceding year, because it condemned it without examination. , 

4. The decision protested against ought to be null, because it is in violation of 
acknowledged rules of discipline. The sentence of suspension laid on Mr. Stark by 
the decision of Synod, is surely as valid and to be as much respected as the sentence 
of an inferior court which may be brought up by appeal. Now, according to Books 
of discipline, the sentence of suspension, as well as of deposition and excommunica- 
tion, must be considered as in force till the appeal be issued. This is recognized in 
our Overture, which, though not adopted, vet the rule is not objected to, and carries 
evidence with it of its correctness, viz: *‘ The effect of an appeal is to suspend al] 
further procedure in the caseJill the appeal be issued by a final decision. From this 
general rule, however, edification requires that one exception should be made, viz : 


Vou. XV. 3 


says, and it 
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when the appeal is taken from a sentence of suspension, deposition, or excommunica- 
tion, which sentence shall be considered as in force till the appeal be issued.” 
Book 2, chap. 9, §9. The Book of Discipline of the General Assembly Presbyte- 
rian church in N. America, of acknowledged value, has substantially the same rule. 
Book 2, chap. 7, sec. 3, item 15. Our own Book of Discipline virtually maintains 
the same rule, part 3, art. 12, by allowing the court to proceed with the trial when 
they reject the protest. Now the vote to review the deed of Synod in Mr. Stark’s 
case, found him under suspension, and by these authorities should have left him there 
till Synod would do what by that vote they promised to do, viz: review the deed 
of Synod. If edification requires this course in reviewing an appeal from an inferior 
court, surely it requires it in agreeing to review Synod’s own deed. It is said, how- 
ever, that the sentence of suspension may be considered as the execution of the deed 
of Synod. Itis not strictly so, for we have this rule in our own Book of Discipline, 
part 3, art. 8, sec. 3. ‘‘A temporary suspension may become necessary without 
censure, when a prosecution for scandal appears to be unavoidable, and impossible 
to be overtaken before the administration of sealing ordinances.” Both these cir- 
cumstances existed in Mr. Stark’s case. And if such a suspension be necessary in 
the case of a private church member, surely it is at least as necessary in the case of 
a church officer. But whether this suspension be considered a censure or not, it ap- 
peurs that edification requires it to remain in force till issued. 

5. This decision was also made by a breach of public faith, and ought to be held 
null and void. The established rules of discipline are not only the deliberate judg- 
ment of the church respecting what is morally right and agreeable to the word of 
God, but the mutual pledge of the chureh to one another of the rules by which they 
will be governed in their measures. It is contrary to all precedent to reconsider a 
vote sustaining the chair on a point of order. About one half of the majority on this 
question went home. In their absence, the case was called up for consideration vio- 
lating this pledge, on which they had just reason to depend, viz: that no decision 
shall be reconsidered at the same meeting, without the consent of two-thirds of the 
members. 

6. This decision protested against was also most injurious as well as unlawful. 
It was given on a reconsideration of a former vote, and by Synod when mutilated 
by the absence of abvuut one half of the members. It cast contempt on a regular de- 
cision of the preceding year, reversing it without examination or trial, and encou- 
raging by example a prevailing spirit of contempt for divine ordinances, and particu- 
larly that of discipline. It set Mr. Stark at liberty to exercise all the ministerial 
functions, and enjoy all christien privileges, while an unreversed deed of Synod, u 
deed unexamined for reversal was lying against him, and while there was so much 
ground for believing the charge. It allowed him to be a member of Synod, whose 
authority he had contemned and disobeyed, and was still contemning and disobeying. 
It allowed him to enjoy church privileges and exercise all the ministerial functions, 
while there was palpable evidence of his contumacy, of which the same Synod short: 
ly after did, by a judicial decision, convict him, though they strangely suffered the 
sin, which, by that sentence, they found him guilty of, to pass one year without re- 
buke. The decision, therefore, protested against, is not only illegal, but injurious, 
and ought to be condemned. 

May 29, 1838. 


A. ANDERSON, 

D. GORDON, 

JA. P. MILLER, 
JAMES RAMSAY, 
1’. BEVERIDGE, 
ALEX. GORDON, 
JAMES MARTIN, 
JOHN G. SMART, 
PETER CAMPBELL. 
JOSEPH SCROGGS, 


Answers to reasons of Protest by Mr. Anderson and others, against a decision not 
sustaining the chair in 1837. 

ANSWER TO FIRST REASON—It is a truth that the previous vote of Synod was to 
review and not to reverse: But as Mr. Stark was not suspended when or before his 
trial commenced, (which in certain cases must be done) and when his trial was laid 
open as at its commencement, it would have been unjust to consider him suspended. 
He stood as at the commencement of his trial. Then, he was not suspended ; nor 


till found guilty by Synod in 1836: and as his case was laid open again, the deci- 
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sion of Synod in 1836 lost its hold on him, and he occupied the same ground that he did 
during the first steps of procedure in his trial till it be issued. Had the decision of 
1836 been reversed, Mr. Stark would have been cleared ; whereas, the Synod is par- 
ticular in stating that his trial is deferred in toto to this present meeting of Synod 
in 1838. 

ANSWER TO SECOND REASON—T'he Synod did not proceed on the supposition alleg- 
ed, ‘that Mr. Stark was to be put on trial ;” bnt that he was on trial and not to 
be suspended till it is over. Should the Synod now confirm the decision of 1836, 
it may then suspend Mr. Stark as it did before; and if no review of his case is to 
take place, the suspension might not only be continued, but if Mr. Stark did not re- 
pent he might be deposed. But in the state in which Mr. Stark was at the meeting 
in 1837, could the Synod (suppose him obstinate) proceed to depose him by the 
rules of presbyterial order? No, he was on his trial and they could not do it. It 
would have been the mere authority of Synod that therefore could have continued 
the suspension: and there is no authority in a presbyterian court purely as lords ; 
but their authority is delegated, and is in the nature of their cause. 

ANSWER TO THIRD REASON—The vote of Synod did not assume that the decision of 
Synod of 1836 was reversed: it merely considered Mr. Stark’s case as standing as 
it did, before he was found guilty in 1836; and as he was not then suspended, so 
when the trial was laid open for an entire review, he and his whole case, stood just 
as they stood before. 

ANSWER TO FOURTH REASON—The sentence of suspension can not take place in an 
inferior court, where an appeal lies to a superior court; except in those instances 
where the crimes require suspension before entering on the trial. There can be no 
appeal but on the footing of a previous protest; and this, says our Books of Disci- 
pline, sists all further procedure till the gase is decided by the superior court. Ina 
similar way the decision to review did not reverse the decision of 1836, and acquit 
Mr. Stark of the charges ; but put him where he would have been by a regular pro- 
test and appeal from a presbytery. On this supposition there was no suspension on 
Mr. Stark ; and in fact when his case was referred to Synod, he was not suspended, 
and the relevancy of his libel even was not entered upon. Nor was there any pro- 
test or appeal taken before Synod’s decision against the view of the chair, till, after 
that decision, Mr. Anderson and others protested. 

ANSWER TO FIFTH REASON—-The Synod did not violate public faith to the church 
by departing from the rules agreed upon for our discipline, but Synod supports in 
simplicity the very spirit and letter of our church discipline. We believe it not a 
fact, that many of the majority went home ; but at any rate the Synod did not send 
any of them away—to home or elsewhere. 

ANSWER TO REASON SIXTH—The Synod in not sustaining the chair did not intend 
any contempt for divine ordinances. Individuals may be contemptuous ; but a whole 
body of men cannot enter into contempt in an instant of time against God and his 
ordinances. The Synod, as she was right according to her judgment, (she claims 
no infallibility) so she was sincere in that decision. The Pope might say to the peo 
ple who proclaim him the head of the church, that in a measure which displeases 
him, they are treating with contempt the ordinances of the church ; but in protes- 
tant courts men are supposed sincere though they may differ from others, and they 
may all err too in their decisions. Mr, Stark was not in this case contemning the 
authority of Synod, any more than the Synod was contemning God’s ordinances :— 
he took his seat with the approbation of Synod. R. BRUCE. 


Reasons of protest by Dr. Bruce, and others, against the Synod’s deci- 
sion in the case of Dr. Bullions were read. Messrs. Anderson and Mar- 
tin were appointed a committee to answer said reasons. 

Reasons of protest by Dr. Bullions against the Synod’s late decision in 
his case, were given in and read, and, on motion, referred to Messrs. An- 
derson and Martin, as a committee to prepare answers. 

The select committee on the request of the Presbytery of Cambridge, 
for a division of said Presbytery, presented the following report, which 
was on motion, adopted as follows, viz: 


The committee to which was referred the additional report of the Presbytery of 
Cambridge, requesting a division of said Presbytery, beg leave to report the follow- 
ing resolutions for adoption, viz : 

Resolved, That a new Presbytery be erected as requested, to be called the Pres 
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Vermont, including all thet part of the Presbytery of Cambridge lying 
oe of the line omens New-York and Vermont, extended due north, and the 
south line of Vermont extended due east. hk 

Resolved, ‘That the ministers, with their elders included in said bounds, shall meet 
in Presbytery on the first Monday of July next, at Barnet ; that the Rev. Thomas 
Goodwillie shall preach and constitute said Presbytery ; and further, that all docu- 
ments in the hands of the Presbytery of Cambridge, affecting the Presbytery of Ver- 
mont, or any of its members, shal! be forthwith transmitted te them. me 

THOMAS HANNA, 
SAMUEL WILSON. 


The select committee on the case of Mr. Beggs, presented a report, 
which was, on motion, adopted as follows, viz: 


Report of committee in the case of Isaac Beggs. 

Your committee having examined the papers referred to us in the case of Isaac 
Beggs, respectfully report as follows : ' 

That inasmuch as the accused has long been kept in a state of suspense, the Sy- 
nod should immediately take measures by which his case may speedily be issued ; 
that since the accused has requested a reference of his case to the Presbytery of 
Miami, without being aware of the late division of that Presbytery ; and that as he 
is situated as nearly to the place of meeting of the Indiana Presbytery as any other, 
that the whole case be referred to that Presbytery with instructions to them that it 
be issued as soon as possible ; and that the Presbytery of Shenango be required to 
transmit all the papers in the case of Mr. Beggs, to the Presbytery of Indiana. 

; THOMAS 8S. KENDALL, 
DAVID GOODWILLIE, 
SAMUEL WILSON. 


Reasons of protest by Messrs. Hall and others against a decision of the 
Presbytery of Miami in the case of Mr. James Todd, with answers to 


said reasons, transmitted by said Presbytery, were read and, on motion, 
laid on the table till next meeting of Synod. 


The Moderator craved his dissent from this decision to be marked. 
The committee appointed to answer Mr. Heron’s reasons of protest 
, “o° 
against the Synod’s decision of last year, in the case of Rev. Jas. Lyle, 


reported answers, which were read, and, on motion, it was agreed that 
neither reasons nor answers be published. 


After hearing the reasons and their answers the Synod agreed that Mr. 
Lyle be considered as under suspension—only, until his cause can be for- 
— tried by the Presbytery of Miami. 

“ ’ 1 


1e committee appointed to bring in a report respecting the effect of 
a protest against the decisions of Synod beg leave to state that such pro- 


tests cannot be regarded as staying process or authorising disobedience 
to the acts complained of.” 


T. BEVERIDGE. 


The report was, on motion, adopted. 


The committee of supplies reported a scale, which being amended was 
adopted as follows, viz : 


Scale of Appointments. 

Rev. Robert Laing, in the Presbytery of Albany, till next meeting of Synod. 

Rev. A. White, Sen., in the Presbytery of Cambridge, till next meeting of Synod. 

Rev. T. Ferrier, Shenango, June, July, August, September, October; Ohio, No- 
vember; Allegheny, December, January ; Chartiers, February ; Albany, March ; 
Vermont, April, May. ; 

Rev. S. McLean, Muskingum, June ; Richland, July; Miami, August; Indiana 
September, October ; Illinois, November, December, January ; Chartiers, Februa- 
ry ; Allegheny, March; Philadelphia, April, and May. 

David Thompson, in the Presbyter 


y of Chartiers, till next meeting of Synod. 
J. M. Scroggs, in the Presb ' Saf oan 


ytery of Muskingum, till next meeting of Synod. 


R. Forrester, in the Presbytery of Richland, till next meeting of Synod. 
J. P. Smart, Philadelphia, June, July ; Albany, August; Philadelphia, Septem- 
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ber: Shenango, October; Chartiers, November; Richland, December; Miami, 
January; Indiana, February, March, April, May. 

W. Y. Hamilton, Philadelphia, June; [linois, July, August; Indiana, Septem- 
ber; Tennessee, October, November, December; Carolinas, January, February, 
March, April, May. 

K. Small, Cambridge, June; Stamford, July, August, September; Shenango, 
October, November; Ohio, December, January; Richland, February ; Chartiers, 
March; Philadelphia, April, May. 

J.T. Cooper, Philadelphia, June; Albany, July ; Philadelphia, August; Caroli- 
nas, September, October, November, December; Tennessee, January, February, 
March, April, May. 

J. W. Harsha, Chartiers, June, July; Richland, August ; Cambridge, Septem- 
ber, October; Albany, November; Cambridge, December, January, February ; 
Albany, March, April ; Ohio, May. 

James Law, Cambridge, June, July, August; Albany, September, October, No- 


vember; Philadelphia, December, January; Carolinas, February, March, April, 
May. 


J. L. Mcfane, Chartiers, June; Muskingum, July ; Miami, August ; Indiana, 
September, October; Illinois, November, December, January, February ; Tennes- 
see, March, April, May. 

J. N. Laughead, Miami, June, July; Tennessee, August, September ; Indiana, 
October, November ; Richland, December, January ; Alleghany, February; Phila- 
delphia, March; Albany, April, May. 

W. H. Walker, Muskingum, June ; Ohio, July; Miami, August; Stamford, Sep- 
tember, October ; Cambridge, November; Albany, December, January, February, 
March, April, May. 

D. R. De Freest, Albany, June, July, August; Philadelphia, September, Octo- 
ber, November; Carolinas, December, January, February; Tennessee, March, 
April, May. 

J. McAuley, Alleghany, June, July, August, September; Chartiers, October 
November, December, January; Ohio, February; Philadelphia, March, April, May’ 

On motion, Resolved, That the minutes be published in the Religious 
Monitor. Seven hundred extra copies were ordered to be published. 
The expenses to be defrayed from the Synod’s fund. 

Adjourned til] the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. Read the minutes of the last sitting. 

The committee to whom was referred the call from Tuscaloosa, for 
Rev. Thomas 8. Kendall, reported as follows, viz: 

* The committee to whom was referred the call and petitions from 
Tuscaloosa offer the following report: That the paper and provision of 
supply for the congregation of Tuscaloosa be referred to the Presbytery 
of Miami.” 

An additional report of the assistant treasurer was given in and read. 
This report was, on motion, referred to the committee on the funds, 

On motion, Resolved, That as much of the Province of Lower Canada 
as we can occupy, be considered missionary ground. 

Next meeting of Synod was appointed to be held at Pittsburg, on the 
4th Wednesday of May next, at 4 o’clock P. M.; Sermon at half past 
seven. Mr. Kendall was appointed the Moderator’s alternate to preach 
the Synodical Sermon. 

On motion proceeded to the unfinished business of last year. Agreed 
to take up the case of Mr. Stark. Mr. Stark was called, but not appear- 
ing, the following preamble and resolution were adopted, viz : 

Whereas, at the meeting of the Synod at Pittsburgh, in 1837, the Sy- 
nod, according to the request of Mr. Stark and others, agreed to review 
the deed of the preceeding Synod convicting Mr. Stark of various offen- 
ces; and whereas Mr. Stark has withdrawn from the present meeting, 
t herefore, 
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Resolved, That the former deed of Synod in his case be affirmed. 

From this decision Mr. Heron craved his dissent to be marked. 

Dr. Ramsay joined in this dissent. 

The Presbytery of Miami asked and obtained leave to withdraw for a 
few minutes. 

The consideration of the proposed change in the time and duration of 
the sessions of the Hall, was, on motion, postponed till next meeting. 

Mr. Martin requested, on behalf of the Presbytery of Albany, a copy 
of the paper in which Dr. P. Bullions offers new light or additiona! testi- 
mony on Mr. Stark’s case; and a copy of the paper marked No. 24, in 
the printed minutes of last year. 

This request was granted. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be ordered to pay Mr. Graham, sexton, 
$20,00 for his services in attending on Synod. 

The committee on the publication of the Confession of Faith, reported 
as follows, viz: ; 


The committee respecting the publication of the Confession of Faith, report, that 
they have made such inquiry on the subject as seemed necessary, having ascertained 
that Mr. Wm. 8S. Young, of Philadelphia, is willing to undertake the publication at 
his own risk, and furnish copies to the members of Synod on as favorable terms as 
he can afford, and that he will as soon as practicable emit an edition. 

Resolved, That the Synod recommend to Mr. Young to undertake the aforesaid 
publication. 7 JAMES RAMSAY, 

T. BEVERIDGE, 
J. P. MILLER. 

The draught of an act for a fast was read as amended, and, on motion, 

adopted as follows, viz : 


Act for a Fast. 

The Associate Synod again call the people under their inspection, to solemn fast- 
ing, humiliation and prayer. 

While the aspect of threatening Providence may be caanged, and less apprehen- 
sion felt that sentence against our evil works will be executed speedily, there is yet 
melancholy evidence, that the sins and enormities tor which the Lord is angry, and 
his soul will be avenged on such a nation as this, are black and manifold as ever. 
Both as a church and as a nation, we are a people Jaden with iniquities. 

Amidst all our precious and eminent privileges, ignorance, the grossest ignorance 
of God, and his truth prevails. Not only does the natural enmity of the heart op- 
pose the light, and the pride of human reason obscure it, but the eager and absorb- 
ing pursuit of the world supplants it, and secures the reign of darkness over the 
soul. Men seem at this day so goaded and hurried in the service of Mammon, that 
they have no time to read, and meditate, and pray. If there is one sin, which more 
than another, characterizes this sinful age, it is ‘*covetousness which is idolatry.” 
No sin is more subtle and disguised, and covered over with specious pretences. “It 
escapes the rebuke of the church, and the condemnation: of the world. Nay, it se- 
cures the indulgence of the one, and the applause of the other, so that it seems to 
have overspread, and to have deadened, like a blichting pestilence, the graces of the 
christian character. Divine Providence has visited this iniquity with frowns and 
confusion. And while men of carnal wisdom contend in tracing the causes and the 
cure of calamity in the country, let us see the Lord’s hand lifted up, and know that 
for the inquity of our covetousness, he was wroth and smote us. 

When we compare the abundance and even affluence of individuals and families, 
in our own communion with what we have done in the cause of Christ by supporting 
the gospel where it is, and sending it where it is not, we must own before God that 
we have withheld more than is meet—that we have been greedy and unfaithful 
stewards. We have thrown disparagement on our own witnessing profession, by 
extreme parsimony in the cause of God. We profess that there is no salvation 


without the light of the gospel, and yet make little exertion to save benighted hea- 
then from inevitable woe—while others who corruptly allow the possibility of salva- 


tion without the gospel, labor to disseminate the light of revelation to the ends of 
the earth. 
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Our land and liberties are still endangered by the progress of Popery. The man 
ef sin is not only increasing in the number of avowed adherents; but the poison of 
his principles is s spreading widely and de eply in the bosom of Protestant churches. 
‘* No matter what we believe, if weare only sincere. * Let us do good, whether the 
means are warranted by the word of God or not.” These are only another version 
of the Jesuitical maxims—*‘ Ignorance is the mother of devotion”—‘ the end justi- 
fies the means.” Yet these pervade the churches at the present day. 

Error and delusion prevail, inevery variety, from cold atheism itself, to the wild- 
est fanaticism. 

Gross immoralities abound. The name of God is dishonored with daring profane- 
ness ; and the tender concern of christians to hallow it, and to discountenance every 
custom and every institution that profanes it, is greatly abated. 

The holy Sabbath is still profaned with open contempt; and because the desecra- 
tion is legalized, even the followers of Christ seem often to acquiesce, as if the arm 
of unrighteous law could exonerate the conscience, and suppress the opposition of 
those who profess to obey God rather than men. And little can we hope for refor- 
mation from this grievous sin, when even such as sigh and cry for its public preva- 
lence, profane it ‘in finding their own pleasure, and speaking their own words.’ 
And still less can we hope for such reformation, while our rulers are so little remem- 
bered in our prayers. We hers. ape) of their dereliction of duty to God and his 
church, ordaining laws in violation of laws that are divine; and yet how guilty are 
we, in neglecting to pray without ceasing, that the Supreme Ruler of nations would 
lead them to advance in their decisions the glory of God and the best interests of 
man. We deplore the horrid scenes of impiety and blood, which pollute the high 
places of honor in this land; and we must equally deplore the neglect of God’s peo- 
ple to plead with him, that men of power and responsibility might be turned to ‘ the 
wisdom of the just,” and made to fear Him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell. 

The sin of slavery blots our country with still deeper and darker guilt. Efforts to 
wipe it away seem only to increase its atrocity. They are met with turbulent and 
lawless outrage. Liberty of speech is stifled—presses are destroyed—houses de- 
molished—blood is spilled in its desperate struggle to escape the light. 

Insubordination to the constituted authorities of the church, is a sin of fearful and 
increasing magnitude. Instead of meek submission to the order and discipline of 
Zion, the censured proudly spurn every yoke, and strive with reckless ambition to 
bring contempt on the courts of Christ. So prevalent is the spirit of rebellion against 
the thrones of judgment in the house of David, that ecclesiastical censures have be- 
come passports to fame and favor with the world. A perverse sympathy is ready 
to sustain every offender, and the most wholesome acts of disclipline incur an oppo- 
sition, which threatens the overthrow ofall order and government in Zion. 

We mourn the divisions and bitter strife, which now convulse the visible church, 
Grateful to God for reviving a little the love of truth and courage in defend 
ing it—we lament the schism and acrimonious conflict which it costs, to sustain the 
order of his house and the purity of his truth. 

When we look at the state of family and personal religion among us, we have the 
saddest evidence of declension. Families neglect the worship of God, or observe it 
with cold and heartless formality. Parents neglect to instruct their children, or de- 
legate the sacred trust to others who are neither qualified nor responsible. 

‘Secret prayer, secret reading of the scriptures, self-examination and self- denial, 
all so essential to the growth of grace, are lamentably omitted. Ordinances are bar- 
ren for want of devout preparation with ministers and people, by mutual and unceas- 
ing prayers for each other. Vice and inquity are not reproved with just abhorrence. 
Lying, and slander, and fraud, and intemperance, and other sins equally heinous, are 
encouraged by the sinful indifference, and even partic pogo of many, who profess 
to follow after that holiness without which no man shall see the Lord. 

For these sins and others past reckoning, we ought to lie down in our shame, and 
confusion ought to cover us, for we have sinned ‘‘ against the Lord our God, we and 
our fathers, from our youth even to this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lord our God.” Let us look to Jesus the propitiation for our sins, and plead, that 
for his sake God would par‘on all our sins, acc ording to the greatness of his merc vy; 
and send his Holy Spirit to renew and sanctify, and refresh us—=that he would arrest 
the progress of infidelity, delusion and licentiousness—that he would sustain the 
discipline of his house, and bless it for reclaiming and restoring the offenders—that 
he would bless his ordinances for the conversion of sinners, and edification of hig 
people—that he would extend the knowledge of Christ, and cause the light of the 
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glorious gospel to srise upon those who are sitting in heathen darkness, and in the 
shadow of death—that he would destroy Popish idolatry, and especially save our 
own land from its guileful and withering influence—that he would send into his vine- 
vard faithful and Jaborious servants of Christ ; and bless the semmaries, where youth 
are trained for the ministry of reconciliation ; and bless the ministers appointed by 
the Synod to teach them—that he would bless all his ministers and people engaged 
in sustaining the covenanted reformation of our Fathers—that he would bless our 
nation, our rulers, and save us from the sins that reproach a people—that he would 
hasten the glorious fulfilment of prophecy, and usher in the day ‘‘ when the light of 
the moon shall beas the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, 
as the light of seven days: when the Lord shall bind up the breach of his people, 
and heal the stroke of their wound.” 

The second Thursday of November next was appointed to be observ- 
ed as the day of fasting. 

The report of the committee of appeals. on the complaint of Mr. John 
Dobbin, laid on the Synod’s table last year, was called up. Mr. Robert- 
son the original protester in the case being present, withdrew the p7ro- 
test, and the case was dismissed. 

The report of the committee on the appeals of Messrs. Templeton and 
others from the decisions of the Presbytery of Miami in the case of the 
publication of the purpose of marriage, was called up, and on motion, 
Resolved, That Synod’s rules on the publication of banns be strictly ad- 
hered to. 


The committee on the funds reported, and the report was adopted as 
follows, viz: 


The committee on the funds offer the following report: They have examined the 
reports of the several treasurers, submitted to them, and find them all correct. 
From which it appears, that on the 15th of May there was in the treasury at Can 
nonsburgh, the sum of 8053.15 3-4. In the treasury in Philadelphia at this date, the 
sum of $761.89 1-4. 

In the Bible fund the sum of $425.84. Respectfully submitted, 

JA. P. MILLER, 
WM. MORRIS. 


June 2, 1838. 
The report of Mr. Wm. S. Young, Treasurer of the Bible Society 


was read, as follows, and on motion, referred to the committee on the 
funds. 


Report of the Treasurer of the Bible Fund for the year ending June 3, 1838. 

May 24, 1838.—Received from Dr. Jas. H. Gillespie, by Rev. Mr. Kendall, $4 00 
26, 1838.—Received from Baltimore congregation, per Rev. J. G. 

Smart,ccccccccccccccccccccccccvccccecenscesccccs 69 00 

June 3, 1838.—Received from Albany congregation, per Rev. Mr. Martin, 15 00 
Received from S. Argyle congregation, by Rev. Jas. P. 

GE ssc cesncdecccesenseessscencsceecsabbuvenss 2) 
Received from Rev. Jas. P. Miller, as treasurer pro tem. 

for preceding VERT, sere ee esses eesccressesessnsssss 105 80 

Received from do. as interest on the above, «++++++++ee- 6 00 

Balance by last report, .s+sseecesseseeereeseesss 199 04 

Interest on the above balance,+sseseesseeeeeees 12 00 


WM. S. YOUNG. 
On motion, Resolved, That the sum of $59.00 be ordered to be paid 
by the Treasurer to Mr. Wm. Y. Hamilton, due to him on account of 
his Western Mission. 
On motion, Resolved, That the Board of Managers be authorized to 
donate to students of Theology, who may stand in need of aid, such sums 
from the Student’s Fund as their exigencies may require. 
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On motion, the Synod Resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the subject of the Bible Society. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Executive Committee of last year, and 
the same Treasurer be continued. 

On motion. Resolved. That the Executive Committee be authorised to 
publish a correct edition of the metrical version of the Psalms, and that 
the Treasurer be authorised to attend to this business. 

When the Committee rose, the Minutes of the present sitting were 
read and approved, and the Synod adjourned, after prayer and singing 
the 121st Psalm, and the apostolic al benediction pronounced by the Mo- 


derator. ANDREW HERON, Synod’s Clerk. 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY, 


— 





SS —————— — = 





























Ministers Congre gations Nearest P. O Counties States |Fam.| Com 
Peter Campbell ...' Florida Schenectady Schenectady,...N. Y 42 140 
James Martin .| Albany Albany ae do 70 153 
John Graham .| Bovina...... ... .. Bovina Centre ..| Delaware : do $2 158 

New- York Ist . New-York.... New York... do 
New York 2d do do do 
. ee ere Troy,e..........|mensselaer. .. do 
Vacancies } Johnstown..... , Johasto wn......|Montgomery . do 
Newark,... Newark,....... N. J 
| Fall River Fall River..... Mass 
Without charge 
Robert Laing 
David R Defceest 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGHANY. 
Vinisters Congrega tions Veurest P. O Counties States 
Robert Bruce, D. D |Pittsburg | ERE SERPS Pittsbugh....... Alleghany Penn. 
Rich-Hill . ; : Armstrong do 
John Dickie Kittanning . Kittanning do do 
P Buffalow, . : et ee do do 
a 4 Fairfiel« a Ligonie I W estm« reland do 
Joseph ne roggs 7 ? Donagal, . ° Coeececcs do , do 
Df  .  . Indiana.. .|Indiana...... do 
David Blair . Conemaugh, . ...... do do 
CUR iia veeanre cans do ie do 
COMCORE . ccc ccccccleccsccces se Armstrong....| do 
oe ee | Glade Run, a acwinie Glade Run,. do do 
: } Mahoning....... Indiana, ..... do 
| Berachah ...... ila te caer ; do cad do 
James Rodgers. ALOGRODY 2060. c00000 Allegheny...... Allegheny ....| do 
(! Bethel, Murrysville. Alleghany ... do 
Wm. Galbraith Turtle C ‘reek, Seay Westmoreland ..!Westmereland| do 
Freeport,..... Freeport,....... Armstrong do 
2 ER, SA eee . Jefferson . do 
Vacancies ...... | Upper Piney . Str attonville ...../Armstrong do 
| Cherry-Run. eR Se do do 
) Warren, a ee. 2 do do 
Lower Piney...... . Kittanning ..... do do 
Gibson’s,............,/ Panxutawny, Jefferson,. do 
| Clearfield .... Curwinsville Clearfield, | do 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF SHENANGO. 

Ministers Congregations. Nearest P. O Counties States.| Fam. | Com 

Deniel Melene.. § Venango,...... Hart’s x roads, ..|Crawford,..... Penn 200 500 
i os we a — ccebkucas ik kiadeue do 

John France .|Glade-Run......... Bakerstown.....| Butler err do 60 200 

eee Meadville... Crawford,.... do 25 50 

Matthew Snoderass oe Ae ee ree do do 32 20 

CRONE Een sc: ~ Teadecbvasantes . Venango,..... do 20 SO 

( New Castle,. . NewC astle,. Mercer,......| do 32 70 

Alex Boyd,. Ne shannock,. [aye ee do do 20 43 

Mount Pro spect, i Pe rae ; do do 25 45 

William C.Pollock. § MQFMROOT .. 6.000% Harrisyille,. Butler,.......| do RO) 120 

i, ee ae 7 do do 55 100 

c $3 OO re Mercer ..|Mercer,.......| do 26 8&3 

Vacancy ..... Springfield. . itn wiewevitees do do 48 110 

12) Ro cky Spring, a ; do 56 196 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
a ——————————E————————————————_———————— 
Ministers { Congregations. | Nearest P. O. Counties. ‘States. Fam. Com. 
re ea | ¢ Mereessbargh, ‘ Mercersburgh, . . Franklin..... ‘Penn. | 402 
F.W. M’Naughton, ? McConnelsburgh, o een | do 
( Octorara, : .\Suaflower ...... Lancaster do | 65 
W. Easton, E. Nottinghs m, caked do do do 57 
IQ Muddy Run, ........ do «al ae do 20 
: § Guinston, ........... L. Chanceford . .| York, do | 100 
John Adams,...... ? Lower Chanceford,. .| do a; agadhans do | 50 
Stone Valley,....... Brown’s Mills . -'Mifflin, . do | 
John S. Easton,.../ { Kishacoquillas,...... do do cvont GO 
Lewistown,... ..... do ie. centnwte do 
i t Cong. Philadelphia . ./ Philadelphia, Philadelphia,..| do 80 176 
John G. Smart ....|Baltimore ............ Baltimore, ...... Baltimore, Md. 68 
NS 55s ben peed ICastishe, ..ccsces Cumberland, . .| Penn. 
A.T. McGill,......|< Dickinson,...... .... do ‘ ES do 
Wheatfield, eee do eee do 
2d Cong Philapelphia Philadelphia, :|Philadelphia --| do 80 
Wieemnelen ! Huntingdon, ........ Huntingdon, ....|Huntingdor, do 
: 4 | Belfonte ni csecihdete eabowion Belfonte, ....... Centre,...... do 
| Sinking C oe Potter’s Mills do do ee 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 
" Ministers Congregations. Nearest P. | O. ~~ Counties. States|Fam. | Com. 
se “Uh § Darlington .....-..-. Darlington...... "Be OT esac. ced Penn 60 140 
David Imbrie ..... ? Bethe i. {er Sere tte, eee do 70 15v0 
a ads § Mountville . P orte rsville..... Butler........| do 70 140 
Alex Murray ..... ? Slippe ry RE On EA a. tnscews do 80 150 
7 Mien § West Union.........|New Lisbon .|‘Columbiana,.. . Ohio. 75 150 
Elijah N. Scroggs. . ey SE eS eee ae do 
— ; CPUMNE 6 iccdeoccecss ‘Poland . anan Trumbull do 67 139 
Pe: ORs ot Dae... .savncdbaceracsees sonslsabasanns do 79 | 115 
F ke a béiediona Ww Mis cca caan Trumbull,. do | 
Win. Douthet..... Ce , ARETE TE tee \Carrol,....... do | 8 
2 RE SEs Nee ae ena do | 18 87 
§ DE Ahih stidisahetaceneeadcwiedtecssehenian do | 
Joseph Banks, oe ECO LicieeenbeCebegedlobe ab0s0%s-60 do 
eS SSR ree re er ree do | 
James P mea a eer New Bedtord,...|Mercer....... Penn. | 103 210 
Vacancy ...- West Beay OP ee eee eens cee eee ee eeseeees EN Ohio. | 
STATISTICAL TABL E OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CHARTIER s. 
a — — ee 
Ministers Congregations. Nearest P. O. Counties. | States.’ Fam | Com 
, ron § Monteur’s Run...... \Clinton .......+ |: Alle ‘ghany ....| Penn. 40 140 
Wm. Wilson...... I icone koe catknwes ....| Washington ..| do 42 150 
sad oe § Mt. Hope acrecioes A. Middletow n do ee 46} 114 
Thomas Allison .. gp eer ae ./Brooke.......)Va. | 26] 61 
JamesRamsay,D.D.\Chartiers ............. (Cannonsburgh...) Washington ..\Penn 122 | 330 
David French. _N. & S. Buffaloe ...... | Washington ....) do ~e-| do 110 240 
Mt. Pleasant ........ |Hickory ........ Washington...{ do 105 | 220 
Alex. Donnan ..... “ls Burgetstown........ | peehGw ew we wns do cat oe 85 | 180 
Bee, TEER 5. anc PRE Eo bc cckteslescccenvece reese cna ae | 
Wm. M. McElwee, Service & King’s Creek|Frankfort....... Beaver ....... 116 | 264 
3ankhead Boyd,...|Pigeon Creek ......... |McCullough’s...|Washington...| do 
a everidge,.... EE ashin ton,. ; + do sent Oe } 

B idg Washing Washing | 
James M’Carrell. ./Tumbleson’s Ran......)....cccccscccssefeccesses 31; 653 
Vv, Ss 5 6nd ehsawinew skeen s ox ‘Alleghany, gece] dO 50 | 

acancies ... ‘| 2 Ohio,. ae . -Economy, en ere | do 70 | 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBY TERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 
Fn ——_______ mg —— a 

Ministers. Congregations. { Nearest P. O. esa Counties. |States, Pen. Com. 
James P. Miller...|Argyle ..........06. Lake P.O. -Y Ww ashington...|N. Y- 120 | 300 
pS eae cis gkdweid eae <b See | do = |} 48) 105 
D. Gordon.. .....|Salem ...........+....|/Anaquasscook ..| do | do 50 80 
A Anderson. RO Sa eee Salem ..... \Washington...| do | 72 | 157 

(Cambridge. .... ....(Cambridge ..... | do ae 7 do | 131 | 366 
| North Argyle ....... |North Argyle... do do | | 110 
Vacancies ........ Hemmingsford ..... S dee enawesas eeu Bt eiaoecdte abelian SS ee cere 
| Beech Ridge neoeeees locccvccccccccces Noa cneuannee | aa renee 
| | Hinehingbrook..... Se eee ivwes cakanunye do |..++5. Siekiows 
Without charge. | 


A. White, sen. 
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THE PRESBYTERY OF THE CAROLINAS 








a eee <eerenl 
Ministers Congregations Nearest P. O Counties. States.| Fam. Com 
. —_— ” . 
A. White, jr ; = ek Charlotte Mecklenburg. . N. C 38 4 
Ebenezer Lexington Rockbridge... Va 
Horatio Thompson, limber Ridge limber Ridge do do 
¢ Old Providence Steel’s Mill Augusta dk 
Broad Creek Natural Bridge . Re ckbridge do 
| New Lebanon Union Monroe... do 
New- Stirling Statesville Iredel Co, :.© 50 100 
| Cambridge do do do >) 4 
Virgin Spring Bogles . do dk 12 2» 
Nob Creek Wilsonville Lincoln d 11 20 
. | McGalliard’s.. Morgantown Burke d 7 12 
Vacancies Cochran’s Vale. Old Fort do ., d 5 bs] 
Piedmont Franklin Macon do 7 15 
Sharon ; Yorkville York Dis ‘&€ 16 40 
| Neiley’s Creek . Coate’s Tay York d 23 60 
Smyrna ie eae Chester Chester do 1s 50 
Little River .. . Young’s ; Fairfield do ~ 16 
rere Smithsford .. Union do 6 14 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MUSKINGUM 
— 





—__— - 
Ministers 


John Walker 


Unity 


"Nearest P 0. 


Congregations 





Counties 


—=— 


States-| Fam. | Com 























New Athens Harrison..... Ohio Ww) 209 
Thomas Hanna CS wis nas0es0nee Cadiz do do S4 174 
D an ¢ Bloomfi id . N. Concord Muskingum do 103 221 
aniel Vic Lane ? Northfield . ’ : do do do 
; § Mount Pleasant . Smithfield Jefferson . do 33 60 
Joseph Clokey .. ? Piney Fork do do do 15 100 
¢ Londonderry. . . Londonderry Guernsey, do 65 160 
Andrew Isaac ) Sharon ............ do z do do 17 28 
Carme! .. Carrolton, Carroll., do 
Thomas Wilson Sandy, .. 1 aheue do do do 
North Union, do do do 
§ Scroggsfield s Scroggsfiek Carroll do 70 150 
James Patterson . Yellow Creek ..... do do do 
( Glade Run ee do oe do do | 
. § McMahon’s Creek St. Clairsville, .. Belmont. do 
Samuel McArthur ) Belmont .. f do do ro | 
Cambridge ..... . Cambridge. . Guernsey do | 
James MeGill . 4 Claysville, do do — do 
Clear Fork do do do 
F 4 Jefferson .... Harrison..... Harrison... do 
I GCARCIES .cccce ? Salem pat do do do 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MIAMI. 
Ministers Congregations Nearest P. O Counties States. Fam. |Com 
A. Heron,. Caesar creek, .........|Jamestown Green. . (Ohio 45 120 
James Adams,. Massies Creek,........|/Xenia, do ce do 9] 202 
James i raga Sugar Creek,.... .|\Centreville Montgomery. do 50 120 
Samuel Wilson,...|Xenia, iit apuites Xenia .. Green do 75 186 
Semen Wellese.. § 5S ae Cherokee ...... Logan do 30 62 
0 ee - ’ os do 31 64 
Pistol ‘lreek,,. Maryville Blount Ten 
Thos. S. Kendail..|~ Big Spring, ..... do do 70 158 
Fork Creek, .. Ue saaitans ; Monroe do 
Tuscaloosa, |Tuscaloosa.,. : , Ala 
Rocky Spring, ...... Abingdon Washington ..|Va 
Limestone, . Tenn 
re re re do 
Vacancies. Salt NS waypres, | Mercer, Ky 
Poplar Ridge,.. . Ottaway, Putnam, Ohio 
| Sugar Ridge, ....... Finley, |Hancock,. do 
} Piavefield, oe eects slaaleai do | do do 
| Kenton, .... .... ./Kenton, Hardin, . do 
Round Head, . . Roundhead, do | da 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF STAMF\ IRD 
Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P.O Counties. States; Fam. {Com 
John Russell,.... Stamford,... .. ..... Queenston U.C a5 4 “0 
James Strang,.... Dumfries, .. PD a a Galt : le do 21) 
D Strang, ‘ York . i a oe ed | eoria. Genesee.... me We “63 
a ee Rearkak _ “bieki deniers a U.C 60) 
Vacancies . ,.| § London, ............|..cseeeee, du 11 
¢ Chinguacousey or, 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF VERMONT. 

















Ministare —o C 'ongregations. Nearest P. VU. | C ‘onuties. “1 States | Fam. \¢ om. 

| 
T. Goodwillie.....|/Barmet.. ....ccccccees ee \Caledonia — Vt. sO 200 
Wm. Pringle ... Ryegate .....scccccoes Ryegate or | 2D eka | do | 65 | 143 


| VPISTIC AL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF INDIANA 






























































Ministere. ( ongregations é "Near est P. O. c ‘ounties State Fam Com. 
: Burnett’s Creek ..... \Lockport ....... Rs anadoae Ind 
Nath Ingles Sreya 3 Pleaseat PE ccccccchosees ER, inex AAR do 
, EE cca¢aatanees Smockville ..... Jefferson ..... do 46 | 110 
J. M. Henderson... 3 Clarke ST | Smee Sa ween CR cwecsen do 
, ’ eS \Bryantsburgh ...\Jefferson ..... do 
G. M. Hall........ Ble Creel occcccseucles , a Se, Rae aa do 
James Dickson....|Raccoon ...........-. |Russelville ve pacse st @ } 
EE TEES PERE A aE Gibson ....... do 
Vacancies ...... oh © CIRRRP Cao e  . ccccleocesconcccccess satel Sin Seeemcibel do 
| Bloomington . pnceersalonteederenceseceiccstasvcccne da do 
aoe = STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ILLINOIS. 7 
a a a  _____ 
Ministers. Congregations. | Nearest P. O. County. State.| Fam Com, 
James C. Bruce...|Henderson............ |Monmouth...... Warren. ....| Ill. 58 160 
William Bruce. ...|Bethel. .........s0000- RY 6 aenwecas : Ver do } 
Pr ticennee. sees Fu eehSs 66006006 tlooneseseoeuses do } 
SPE CHOU cn ccccclecsevesens sevdddecevencssasces do 
SEED. vce. o eeancleseensecetecces sls cctcreseeeeen do 
a |} Mount Prairie ...... leebscnesenes Salle etlvataian eee do 
PEE COLE OO OEE, EEE Oe eT do 
EE vases vapeeataneheveneeeesseuhuwaaneenas tess do | 
NE... nance cu cluaceecdeeneebeceleeenesenvenase do 
oe Sn eee er, See eee . Wis. 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF RICHLAND. 
Ministers. | Congregations. Nearest P. County. State. Fam. | Com. 
Sint tictee.....1 00 i eee \F redericksburgh fo ee are 75 120 
2 Ee ee Rn es See 
| .|Mansfield po ukean Richland ..... re 25 57 
Samuel Hindman.. 3c NS RP nee: Lene, “ere: 
Oe, i cincel: ton ceadhkbeesetaennd -céeds aangnesees 50 
( Jonathan’s Creek.... Wooster, ....... Franklin......|......| 17 27 
ee re er rer errs rrr rer tes T ey 
PEC Ee EOE PEO re Tee P 
2 Wee 40 eee ee Wooster ...... Wayne...... ete kies 26 | 50 
Joseph McKee... Pac LASSEN, 2G IOI ORS AEN : RENE a 16 42 
Dctidnsekus losematenadennens eer Serer 
I TEOMIORR occ cvccesslecesveccessccsesless SNARES ARP } 
on ) Clear Creek .... ... Vermillion...... SS ee eee 18 | 41 
4 ey err Reynoldsburgh,.. Franklin..... Saeed 23 | 0 
Eee ee anes. ee! ens sore | 
Sere do . Craw ford, + peas 
SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDING TABLES. 
| os 2 
; ies | 3 
” ao | Ba os | 3 B 
PRESBYTERIES. o je2e|. 2 g 
= i&ss| = = 
}.ejges| & 3 
js iS" | € 3 
CE aiiickd ones beck ncadacteevagenneredarsenees | 6) 9 | 547 1431 
Carolinas ..... be aa ica calla oar acd Ria eel a j 2; 19 | 193 436 
GMO sccccccccccccsccveccsssccssscconeesesence oes | 7| 16 | 690 | 1431 
ns ata Mebane the neneeaghenaa ste 10 16 | 843 1752 
Se a ee ee eeep rere Premera | 6 19 | 496 1182 
Philadelphia ........ecceeeeeeeecceccccecsceees oe | 7; W 198 660 
es co aie els Shee On ee eemeeeeeaee | 7 24 
Muskingum LA ree ee ere eee 9} 21 665 1395 
OO ORF P ET CTT TCT TT CCC TCT Te 5 by 383 | 976 
oo rd ae aio Ronee aeR a wenem 5| 14 679 1557 
: . vcccpcmaskdves. #edSeSOURs UESeeheeen es | 4; 6 35 235 
es eee Skee eeeaeEeehh. ange ee | 4 10 
aia. nanan ncewheetensenweeeees eons eenes | Bia} | 
. .~ cep ceubecas canes atdneteteseebegeeee | 4) 16 | 
NE ii ncn debecensddawaceSerweesenyecesissens ni OU | 
Ministers itinerating...........0eeeeeee eens ceeeee 15 | 
Total. 94 ' 209 | ' ; 
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Art. Il. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 


This body at its late mecting in Philadelphia, became divided into two 
bodies, each claiming to be ** The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States.” The proceedings of both these bodies 
related principally to the division which had taken place and to subjects 
therewith connected. It would not be interesting to our readers to lay 
these proceedings before them. The following account of the origin of 
the “New School,” or as some term it the ** Constitutional Assembly,” 
we extract from the minutes of the ‘ Orthodox Assembly :” : 

‘The committee appointed to prepare a minute respecting the disor- 
der which occurred at the time of organizing the General Assembly, re- 
ported the following minute :— . , 

“ After the sermon, the Moderator gave notice that as soon as the ben- 
ediction was pronounced, he would take the Chair, and proceed to the 
organization of the Assembly. The benediction being pronounced, the 
Moderator took the Chair, and having opened the meeting with prayer, 
called upon the permanent clerk to report the roll. 

“The Rev. William Patton, a member of the 
New-York, rose and asked leave to offer certain 
held in his hand. 


Third Presbytery ot 
resolutions which he 


‘* The Moderator declared the request at that time to be out of order, 
as the first business was the report of the Clerks. (See form of Gov- 
ernment, chap. xt. sec. 7. 

‘Dr. Patton appealed from the decision. The Moderator declared the 
appeal, for the reason already stated, to be at that time out of order. Dr. 
Patton stated that the resolutions related to the formation of the roll, 
and began to read the same, but being called to order, took his seat. 

‘The Permanent Clerk from the standing committee of commissions, 
reported that the following persons present have been duly appointed 
commissioners to this General Assembly, and laid their commissions on 
the table, viz. [Here follows the roll, which has already been publish- 
ed. | 

“After the report of the committee of commissions had been read, 
the Moderator stated that the commissioners whose commissions had 
been examined and whose names had been enrolled, were to be consid- 
ered as members of this Assembly ; and added, that if there were any 
commissioners present from Presbyteries belonging to the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, whose names had not been en- 
rolled, then was the time for presenting their commissions. 

‘¢ Mr. Mason rose, as he said, to offer a resolution to “ complete the 
roll,” by adding the names of certain commissioners, who, he said, had 
offered their commissions to the clerks and had been by them refused. 
The Moderator inquired if they were from Presbyteries belonging to the 
Assembly at the close of the sessions last year?’ Mr. Mason replied that 
they were from Presbyteries belonging to the Synods of Utica, Geneva, 
Genesee, and the Western Reserve. The Moderator then stated that 
the motion was out of order at thistime. Mr. Mason appealed from the 
decision of the Moderator, which appeal also the Moderator declared to 
be out of order, and repeated the call for cominissions from Presbyteries 
in connection with the Assembly. ‘ 

‘The Rev. Miles P. Squier, a member of the Presbytery of Geneva, 
then rose, and stated that he had a commission frum the Presbytery of 
Geneva, which he had presented to the clerks, who refused to receive it, 
and that he now offered it to the Assembly and claimed his right to his 
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seat. The Moderator inquired if the Presbytery of Geneva was within 
the bounds of the Synod of Geneva. Mr. Squier replied t!at it was. 
The Moderator said, ‘then we do not know you, sir,” and declared the 
applic ation out of order. 

‘Mr. Cleveland then rose and began to read a paper, the purport of 
which was not heard, when the Moderator called him to order. Mr. 
Cleveland, however, notwithstanding the call to order was repeated by 
the Moderator, persisted in the reading. During which the Rev. Joshua 
Moore, from the Presbytery of Huntington, presented a commission, 
which, being examined by the committee of commissions, Mr. Moore 
was enrolled and took his seat. 

“Tt was then moved to appoint a committee of Elections, to which the 
informal commissions might be referred. But the reading of Mr. Cleve- 
land stil! continuing, . 1d the Moderator having in vain again called to 
order, took his seat, and the residue of the Assembly remaining silent, 
the business was suspended during the short but painful scene of confu- 
sion and disorder which ensued. ” After which, and the actors therein 
having left the house, the Assembly resumed its business.” 

During the confusion above referred to, the new Assembly was orga- 
nized by the appointment of a Moderator and Clerks, after which orga- 
nization they immediately adjourned to meet in another place. The 
following debate, as published in the N. ¥Y. Observer, will give our rea- 
ders some further light on the subject of this division. 

Mr. Maxwell then moved the following resolutions in relation to the 
members concerned in the disorders which attended the opening of the 
ar smbly : 

Resolved, That those commissioners to the General Assembly, viz: 
Wn. Patton, D. D., Erskine Mason, D. D., John P. Cleveland, Nathan 
S. S. Beman, D. D. and others, who, according to law and usage, had 
presented their commissions to the Pe *rmanent ‘and Stated Clerks, prior 
to the meeting of the body on Thursday last, the 17th instant, and after- 
wards on that day, while the house was organizing, and the clerks, under 
the direction of the Moderator, were ac tually engaged i in completing the 
roll, interrupted the progress of the regular proceedings , by combining 
with certain other persons present unknown to the General Assembly, 
in openly forming another body, which they called the General Assem- 
bly ; and subsequently, voluntarily, and without leave asked or obtained, 
leit the house to convene in the First Presbyterian church in this city— 
in so doing committed an act which, however intended, can only be con- 
sidered as a plain and palpable violation of order and decorum, and in 
derogation of the duty which they owed to the house, and to the church 
and cause of Christ. 

2. Resolved, That by their said conduct and by their subsequently ne- 
glecting to attend the sessions of the General Assembly since that day, 
and at the same time notoriously attending the sessions of another body 
convening from day to day in the First Presbyterian, calling itself the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church in the United States of 
America, the said commissioners appear to have wilfully and deliberate- 
ly vacated their seats in this house, the only true and proper General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian church in the ‘United States of America ; ; 
and to have originated ‘and organized a schismatical secession from the 
body to which they belonged. 

3. Resolved, That the names of said commissioners be now called and 
recorded, in order that they may be reported to the Presbyteries of 
which they are members respectively. 
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A motion for the adoption of these resolutions elicited considerable 
diversity of opinion. 

Thursday morning, May 24. 

After the reading of the minutes, the resolutions under discussion yes- 
terday afternoon were again brought before the house. On being read 
separately for adoption, exceptions were taken to phraseology, viz :— 
‘* Combining with others,” etc. that it was technical, and expressed too 
much. 

Mr. Harding thought the objection to the resolution wa-, that it was 
not strong enough to express all they did. They did “combine.” It 
was treason to the church and to God. It was moral perjury. He 
was opposed to their return to this house, until they should improve 
both their morals and manners. 

Mr. Denny said, he supposed the brother who had just taken his seat, 
had expressed his own feelings by the language he had used, and he did 
not wonder that he wished strong language, when he used such himself. 
He exceedingly regretted that such language should be used. It was the 
violent and improper language and temper of some of the members of this 
body, which was doing more to injure us, more to injure Presbyterian- 
ism, than any thing else. He thought a different course should be pur- 
sued. We should not denounce them, though we were satisfied they 
had erred. Better that we employ the language of kindness, that we 
may bring them back from their wanderings, and not erect a wall of 
separation so as forever to place them beyond the reach of our influ- 
ence. 

Mr. Williamson said, he had not intended to speak at all. He re- 
gretted that any difference of opinion should arise on such a question as 
this. He thought the resolutions were suitable, and the best that could 
be adopted. Shall we not express what we know 1s the truth? Are 
we to bow to them as suppliants, and seek at their hands what we are in 
duty bound to assert and claim as our own? 

Mr. Maxwell said, he perfectly agreed with his worthy brother, Den- 
ny, and in a double sense—except in the application in the present case. 
He thought the language expressed nothing but the simple. facts in the 
case. It was a fact in the recollection of all, that there was a combi- 
nation; the commissioners of this Assembly had joined with others ; 
that was the object of Mr. Mason’s remarks. The language of the resolu- 
tions express the thing we wish to express, precisely. He was surpris- 
ed that the objection should come from Mr. Denny. He had exhorted 
us to keep cool, and said that he dared not trust his own feelings! Mr. 
M. said he was surprised that he had not yet got cool. It was now a 
whole week since the occurrence, and he must have been very much heat- 
ed indeed. As for himself, he was as cool as winter, and he had been 
from the commencement. 

On motion, the first resolution was finally adopted almost unanimously 
—one only dissenting. 

On motion for the adoption of the second resolution, 

Dr. Hodge suggested an amendment in the use of some of the terms 
employed. He thought it most wise to avoid epithetical language. No- 
thing could be gained by it. He was satisfied that it lessened rather 
than increased the force or influence of the resolution. 

Mr. Breckinridge said, he was very sorry that the assembly should 
consume so much of its time about what he considered of little impor- 
tance, and he thought the house had sufficiently expressed the same opi- 
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nion. The General Assembly is not a school of rhetoric or of grammar, 
but constituted for a far higher purpose. It was a fact, that ev ery man 
who had knowledge enough would have a style of his own. He was not 
prepared to adopt the words or the style of every body, but he thought 
the resolution was well enough drawn. Certainly, the large committee 
who had prepared it, ought to be competent. It embraced several D. 
D.’s, Presidents and Professors of Colleges, lawyers, and one who was 
often charged with having been a lawyer, but who was now a very in- 
different minister ; and he hoped the house would not consume so much 
time about the choice of words meaning the same thing. 

Prof. McLean said, he had signified his assent to the resolutions, and 
he had no particular objection to their adoption; yet he thought the As- 
sembly ought to regard the feelings of those brethren who felt a difficulty 
concerning their adoption without amendment. He took the same view 
with Dr. Hodge. 

Dr. Baxter moved the substitution of “ forfeiting their seats” for “ va- 
cating” &c. He thought it important to determine who were members 
of this house. (The question here arose, whether it was to be consider- 
ed as affecting the several Presbyteries to which members belonged, or 
only themselves.) 

Mr. Brecke snridge said, he was disposed to sustain the rights of every 
one. He would not say they were not members of this house. They 
came here with commissions, and they must answer to their respective 
Presbyteries for their conduct here. It was the business of this house to 
give due notice to those Presbyteries. He was credibly informed that 
the members of the General Assembly were daily called at the meetings 
of those members in another part of this city; and he was not sure (this 
he said playfully) but the. Assembly had better adjourn and meet with 
them, and close their sessions at once! But to reture to the subject. It 
was not for trifles that he wished to contend. He wished to take a more 
comprehensive view of the subject. It was the interests and safety of 
the Church, her purity, which he wished to guard. It was this for which 
he had been contending for years. Hicksism and Taylorism, and New- 
lightism. and all other isms, he regarded as essentially the same, as all 
were united in departing from the vital, fundamental principles of Chris- 
tianity ; and it was for the benefit, of not only the Presbyterian Church, 
but of all churches, and all posterity—for they would look with avidity 
upon these proceedings—that he had contended. 

Judge Leavitt thought it important for the house to inquire in what ca- 
pacity it was acting; whether legislative or judicial. ‘To say that they 
had vacated their seats, was proper; but to go farther, and declare them 
forfeited, would be judicial; and if the Assembly now pass a decision 
judicially, it might disable it from action if the subject should hereafter 
come up from another source. 

Dr. Green thought it not necessary to make the change. What they 
had done was personal, and not to affect their Presbyteries. We should 
allow other members from those Presbyteries, regularly sent up here, 
their, seats in this Assembly. 

Mr. White, of S. C. said, this subject involved many important princi- 
ples which will affect the judicatories below. This body had no author- 
ity to declare their places forfeited. That was a business which belong- 
ed to the Presbyteries. 

This resolution, as also the whole when finally taken, was passed unan- 
imously. 
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